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Chair Butler, Vice-Chair Manning and Ranking Member Stinziano, thank you for the opportunity to provide joint sponsor testimony on House Bill 144. 
As my stated by Rep. Anielski, Ohio currently, has no rules requiring remediation of meth labs and no rules requiring property owners to notify that meth was once manufactured inside a property.
There have been many reported cases of people becoming ill and some instances of infants dying due to the exposure of meth residue inside dwellings, even after the house had been cleaned and deemed safe. Active meth “cooks” (regardless of the type) pose the most acute, immediate danger to life and health (IDLH) hazard through chemical exposures and the risk of fire or explosion to people in the structure at the time of the cook.
Meth exposure can cause respiratory problems, skin and eye irritation, kidney damage, birth defects, memory loss, damage to the central nervous system, headaches, nausea, dizziness, and aggressive/violent behavior; acute exposure can cause lung damage, burns, shortness of breath, fatigue, chest pain, lack of coordination, nausea and dizziness.
Meth lab busts have been increasing rapidly; the number of busts rose from 375 in 2011 to 881 in 2013 (News 10) – of the 354 labs found in Ohio in 2004, 113 were in Summit County alone (ODOT); in 2013 Ohio ranked 4th in the nation for the number of labs seized (Cleveland News)
HB144 establishes consistent procedures for the remediation of properties on which a meth lab has been discovered and requires the Department of Health to develop standards and procedures for meth remediation. It will require a coordinated effort between local law enforcement, local boards of health, certified clean up specialize and property owners to ensure that the homes are deemed safe. 
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to testify today on behalf of House Bill 144 and I welcome any questions. 
