Oiiio Association

655 Metro Place South, Metro V Building, Suite 140 Dublin, OH 43017
Phone 614.341.6800 « Fax 614.341.6810

November 6, 2015

The Honorable Jim Butler

Ohio House of Representatives
77 South High Street
Columbus, OH 43215

Subject: Support for HB 291 — fair judgment hearings

Dear Chairman Butler, Ranking Member Stinziano and members of the House
Judiciary Committee:

The Ohio Association for Justice (OAJ), a statewide association of plaintiff
attorneys whose membership serves as counsel for both individual citizens and
small businesses, is pleased to offer its support for House Bill 291.

Too many small business owners fall prey to signing a cognovit note, not
realizing that when signing the note, they give up their right to defend a debt they
may not owe. HB 291 gives the small business owner the right to due process
and the ability to contest the debt in open court.

We urge you to favorably report HB 291 and recommend it for passage to the full
House of Representatives.

Thank you for your attention. We appreciate this opportunity to comment on HB

lly submitted,

John Van Doorn
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