[bookmark: _GoBack]“Domestic violence is not limited to husbands and men who are the fathers of women’s children.  But, unfortunately, the current law to obtain a protective order in a case of domestic violence is limited to these individuals.  The legislation we are supporting would expand the number of partners to also include dating partners, unmarried partners, common law marriages and others.  1 in four women are victims of domestic violence, stalking, rape, or intimate partner violence in their lifetime. We need to do better for these women and their families and allow all women to obtain a protective order in an instance of abuse.  There are only two states in the country where this is the case and we need to remedy this dire situation.”

