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Hannah Sours
Student at Brookside High School
Shefficld-Sheffield Lake City’s School District

Chairman Cupp, Ranking Member Phillips, and members of the committee. My name is Hannah
Sours, and I am a student at Brookside High School of the Sheffield-Sheffield Lake City’s
School District. Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on House Bill 64, the Main
Operating Budget for FY 2016 and FY 2017.

The Sheffield-Sheffield Lake City’s School District is a district that tries its best to help the
students and local communities. We offer clubs, groups, sports, many elective classes, including
choir and band, and classes through Lorain County Community College (LCCC). The school
district offers as much as possible to help all students find their place. It also offers its students
many choices to help keep them doing well in school and on the right path of life.

By offering clubs and sports the students realize that they have many different options of finding
a place that they feel most comfortable in. We have clubs ranging from National Honor’s Society
to Robotics Club, There are also sports from soccer to bowling to baseball. The sports teach kids
the competitive drive needed on a daily basis. Sports also teach you teamwork and what it is like
to have a group of people supporting you, knowing that they will always be behind your
decisions. Sports and extracurriculars may be cut due to the cuts in state funding. If these clubs
were taken away students would not have something to look forward to during the school day or
something that they just enjoy in life.

The school district also offers multiple elective classes and classes through LCCC. The elective
classes bring more opportunity for career/interest exploration, like choir, band, and yearbook.
Students that are musically talented have a place to showcase their talents and have fun with
friends while doing what they love. The elective classes can also bring more of a challenge to a
student’s day like anatomy and physiology, spanish and french, and forensics classes. The
electives also allow the students to choose a class on their own that is not a required class.
Taking classes through both the schools and LCCC students are offered multiple opportunities.
For example, students can graduate with an associates degree puiting them one step closer to
their goal in life. It also allows students to take a step into the college life and see what it is like.




With the ideas stated in House Bill 64 our school district would be losing over $400,000 in
funding from the state. The school district utilizes all of the money given to it to the best of its
ability. The money does not go to waste. Once the state takes away all of that money the kids
will no longer able to experience doing the things they love and keep them going on the right
path because the school district will be forced to cut the programs. This is because we will be
forced to look for other options for funding levies. It is difficult to pass levies due to the fact that
people in the community cannot afford to pay the raise in taxes being offered. The money that is
offered through state funding is much needed for our school district.

House Bill 64 provides key changes in Ohio’s education funding. The funding from the state is a
key player in providing a strong educational base for students' futures. Cuts in educational
funding will put that in jeopardy. The changes in House Bill 64 will terminate that from being a
factor to help students. Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on House Bill 64 and
for all of the work you put towards Ohio’s students. The school district looks forward to working
with you on finding a way to help make the bill more beneficial to all.




