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Testimony of Nick Verhoff, Superintendent of Columbus Grove Local Schools

Good Afternoon Chairman Cupp, Ranking Minority Member Phillips & Members of the House Primary &
Secondary Education Subcommittee of Finance. My name is Nick Verhoff and | am Superintendent of
Columbus Grove Local Schools in Putnam County. This is my third year as superintendent at Columbus
Grove. Prior to my current position, | served in teaching and administrative positions for 16 years in the
Dayton area. | came back to Columbus Grove, my alma mater, because my wife and | wanted to raise
our children closer to family. We knew Columbus Grove would be a wonderful place to live and raise a
family because, like the other eight school districts in Putnam County, Columbus Grove is a rural, high
performing district that depends greatly on the numerous educational services provided by the Putnam

County ESC.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today on the significant role that Educational Service
Centers play for public school districts throughout the state in providing support and leadership to help
districts meet the needs of all children in a fiscally efficient manner.

I would like to briefly share my concerns regarding Governor Kasich’s budget proposal within HB 64,
which would cut ESC funding by 25% over the biennium, greatly affecting the impact of direct student

setvices provided by high quality ESCs.

From an economic standpoint, ESCs are extremely cost-effective, particularly to rural districts. As you
have heard from Botkins Superintendent Connie Schneider, ESC services are a cost-effective and quality
solution to the many rural and small town districts in our state, which compose over 70% of all public
school districts in Ohio. Small communities like Columbus Grove simply do not have the capacity to
serve the needs of our children with moderate to severe disabilities. Through the collaborative efforts
of the Putnam County ESC and nine school districts in our county, we are able to provide high quality
educational services to these children in a cost-efficient manner. In education, we hear a great deal
about the benefits of shared services. This approach, which is coordinated by our local ESC, is a prime
example of this model which benefits both the students and the school districts.

To show how effective this model works for schools throughout the state, | would like to share with you
a phone call | received three weeks ago. It was from our special educational coordinator at the ESC. He
informed me that he had spoken to the parents of two different special needs students in our district.
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These two students were on an Autism Scholarship, but their parents wanted to see what type of
educational programs our public school could provide for their children. Both sets of parents and
students went to visit our programs and were highly impressed. One of these students is now in his
second week at our county program located in Pandora and the other is likely going to begin at the
program in Continental within the next week. In an era of school choice, these two different parents
looked for the best educational placement for their children. They both chose the educational units
provided through the Putnam County ESC. This simply would not have happened if the Putnam County
ESC did not coordinate these programs for our county schools.

Vikki Clemons, Director of Instructional Services at the Hamiiton County ESC, noted that ESCs have been
instrumental in deploying initiatives from the state and federal levels. This point is critical for rural and
small town districts. In the previous district | served, we were large enough to have not only a Director
of Pupil Services, Curriculum, and Technology, but each department had its own share of directors as
well. In rural districts, the level of management usually extends to an elementary principal, a high
school principal, and the superintendent. Some districts in our county have the superintendent serving
in one of the building administrator positions in addition to superintendent duties. The support from
the Putnam County ESC in terms of curriculum and special education is invaluable. The nine schools in
Putnam County look to the ESC for its guidance in initiating mandates with the Third Grade Reading
Guarantee, OPES/OTES, Resident Educator, as well as the frequent federal and state changes in special
education. We are fortunate to have curriculum coordinators, school psychologists, and special
education directors from the ESC who serve as resident experts for all of us. Through this consortia
model, local districts again receive high level services in these areas in a cost-effective manner. Some
examples of the services we receive include professional development, gifted education, special
education, grant writing, and curriculum support. This does not include the speech, occupational, and
physical therapists who provide services for our students. Additionally, we have four ESC preschool
programs in our county that have been five-star rated by the Step Up to Quality rating system. This
worthwhile service model helps school districts adjust to and meet the numerous state mandates taking

place in public education.

While the cost-effectiveness of the services provided by our local ESC cannot be overstated, | would like
to briefly touch on a number of other county-wide programs provided by our county ESC. The Putnam
County ESC coordinates our county quiz bowl and scholastic league, arts festival, science fair, summer
credit recovery courses, summer technology camps, summer and fall migrant programs, and ABLE/GED
courses. These have become valued programs and events in our county to both students and parents.
Last Sunday, | was privileged to attend our annual Putnam County Arts Festival at Pandora-Gilboa. After
walking through the visual arts display of over 1,000 works of art in the commons area, visitors then
entered the gymnasium to hear the All-County Choir and Band perform to a packed house on a Sunday
afternoon. This event was made possible by the excellent coordination of our ESC’s two curriculum

coordinators.

Putnam County Superintendents have had the opportunity to meet with State Superintendent Ross in
the past. One of the key points Dr. Ross always mentioned to us was the fact that Putnam County
Schools were high performing districts at a low cost to our tax payers. For example, on the most recent



annual Cupp Report, over 92% of the school districts in the state have a higher per pupil expenditure
amount than Columbus Grove. While the districts in Putnam County are flattered by this statement
from Superintendent Ross, we all agree that our level of performance would not be what it is without
the longtime support and leadership of the Putnam County Educational Service Center.

I urge you not to cut the funding as proposed in HB 64, as it would have a devastating effect on the
many rural and small town school districts in the state that benefit from the many ESC services.
Additionally, on behalf of all nine local superintendents in Putnam County, | ask that ESC funding be
returned to the 2007 level. As leaders of our respective districts, we are tasked with the responsibility
of balancing fiscally sound decisions in the best interest of our students. A strong ESC will allow for us to
continue quality education and cost-effective services to our students.

Thank you, again, for allowing me to share my testimony today. If | can be of further assistance in the
future, please let me know.
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Chairman Cupp, Ranking Minority Member Phillips, and Members of the House Primary
and Secondary Education Subcommittee: Thank you for the opportunity to provide
written testimony in support of Educational Service Center (ESC) funding.

As superintendents of the nine local districts in Putnam County, we rely on the Putnam
County ESC to provide our mostly small, rural districts with quality and cost-effective
services that we would not be able to adequately provide our students if we were on our
own. The best example is special education programs. As a local district, we may have
only a few students who need a certain level of specialized services. It would be cost-
prohibitive for us to provide a special education teacher, and needed support personnel
such as psychologists, speech, physical and occupational therapists for just a few
students. Utilizing the ESC to employ these personnel allows us to provide our students
with the appropriate services while sharing the costs with other districts our size who
also could not afford to provide for these students on their own.

Other shared services that the Putnam County ESC provides us are curriculum
coordinators, early childhood teachers and coordinators, staff development in this ever-
changing educational environment, the coordination of monthly meetings for
administrators, guidance counselors, and technology coordinators. The ESC also
coordinates other county-wide programs such as quiz bowl and scholastic league, arts
festival, science fair, summer credit recovery courses, summer technology camp,
summer and fall migrant programs, and ABLE/GED classes. All of these programs and
services are needed, but as local school districts, we would be extremely challenged to

provide them on our own.

Putnam County ESC personnel have also written and implemented numerous grants
both for individual school districts, as well as county-wide. Programs such as our highly-
successful 21 Century Community Learning grants allow our districts to assist our at-
risk students with after-school programming that again would be difficult to provide on
our own as small districts. This is just one example of a grant written and implemented
by the ESC showing the shared services model that benefits children in need in all of

our school districts.

We urge you NOT to cut the funding for ESCs as has occurred for many years now. In
fact, we would like to see ESC funding returned to the 2007 level. As local districts, we
are charged with the responsibility of making fiscally sound decisions for our districts.
We need adequate funding to ESCs in order for us to continue to provide quality and
cost-effective services to our students.

Thank you, again, for allowing us to provide this testimony.
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