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Good afternoon, Chairman Maag, Representative Gerberry, and members of the House State Government Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 20. 

Because of its simple and straight forward nature, I am not going to repeat what Representative Gonzales has already stated.

I would however like to add that we are dealing with law-abiding citizens with this bill. The individuals affected by this bill are simply looking for a clear path to stay within the law while entering school safety zones.

As a father of five children, I know full well that accidents happen and children forget things. And, they can happen when we least expect them to happen. When my children were in their middle school years, it seemed that they had a contest to see how often they would fall and require stitches in their chin. And, it always happened at the worst possible time. It can even happen in school safety zones.

Under current law, a mother with a valid CHL, who is dropping her kids off at school and sees her child trip on the curb and bust his chin open, cannot get out of the car to help him, even if she leaves the handgun locked in the car. In an effort to obey the law, she is forbidden to get out of the car to help her child.

The same goes for a parent who drops her child off at school, gets to work, and realizes her child’s inhaler is in the back seat. Currently, the parent would not even be allowed to drive back into the school safety zone because she would not be in the process of dropping off or picking up a child.

This bill retains the current language that says the person has to be in the immediate “process of picking up or dropping off” (a person or item). It is not for attending a volleyball game or a parent teacher conference.

It is a common sense change to a bill to allow parents the ability to deal with those unexpected occurrences that happen while parenting and remain within the confines of the law.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to this legislation. We would be more than happy to answer any questions you may have at this time. 
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