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Thank you Mr. Chairman. I represent the people of the 78th House District, which encompasses Hocking and Morgan counties, as well as portions of Athens, Fairfield, Muskingum and Pickaway counties. My joint sponsor, Tom Brinkman, represents part of Hamilton County.  We are here today to present House Bill 152, a Constitutional Carry Bill.
This bill simply restores Second Amendment rights of law-abiding citizens to carry a concealed firearm in Ohio without having to first obtain the government’s permission in the form of a permit or license.

Constitutional Carry has also been known as Permitless Carry, or Vermont-Style Carry.
House Bill 152 would make Ohio the seventh state to implement Constitutional Carry.  Alaska, Arkansas, Arizona, Wyoming, Kansas and Vermont have constitutional Carry already.  Mississippi, Idaho and Montana have a variation of the law.  West Virginia and New Hampshire passed Constitutional Carry through their legislatures.  Maine is working to pass their version of the bill right now, just as we are considering this piece of legislation.  More than half a dozen other states have been pursuing it as well:  Colorado, Nevada, Utah, New Mexico, Indiana, Pennsylvania and South Carolina.
At its heart, this bill is a very modest proposal:
· It does NOT change who may carry a firearm.  
· It does NOT change what kinds of firearms may be carried.  
· It does NOT change where firearms may be carried. 
The only change this legislation proposes is how a handgun (and only a handgun) may be carried. We are simply allowing a legal gun owner to carry while wearing a jacket without a permit.
This proposal does NOT eliminate the existing concealed carry licensing system or the associated reciprocal agreements with other states that come with obtaining an Ohio Concealed Handgun License.  It leaves it in place as an option for anyone who wants to go through the process to get one.
Under current Ohio law, there are two ways you can carry a handgun: open or concealed. Anyone who can legally purchase a handgun can lawfully carry it in Ohio with no permit, as long as it remains visible. That’s “open” carry. 

The moment you put on a jacket that covers up that handgun, you would instantly be in violation of Ohio law, unless you have an Ohio Concealed Handgun License giving you permission to wear that jacket. 
There are many reasons our current concealed licensing system is frivolous and obsolete.
First, the current licensing process does nothing to prevent violent criminals from carrying guns. If someone plans to commit a crime with a firearm, they have no incentive to seek a license before committing their crime. This policy only impacts law-abiding citizens who choose to jump through the legal barriers. 

Those barriers only disarm the very people who enhance public safety, and empower those who are intent on doing harm.
Second, if our goal is to enhance public safety through firearms training, the current licensing process does nothing to help, and in fact may hinder training rates. 

That is because if an individual’s only goal is a permit, they will likely seek the minimum training required, and may never go back for more.  If an individual’s goal is to become a skilled gun owner who also has a permit, they will seek as much training as they need. Instructors and students alike should not be limited by the government-prescribed course material. 

This is the case in Arizona which first began issuing concealed carry permits in 1994. In order to qualify for an Arizona permit, applicants must complete a firearms safety training program. 
In the first sixteen years of Arizona’s concealed carry permitting program, Arizona issued an average of about 9,500 permits per year.  This changed on July 10, 2010 when Constitutional Carry took effect, making the permit optional in Arizona.  

Since Constitutional Carry took effect in 2010, Arizona has issued about 15,500 permits per year.  More law‐abiding gun owners in Arizona (63% more) are seeking training and obtaining a permit AFTER the permit became optional then when it was government‐mandated.

Conversely, under Ohio’s law for open carry, no training is required.  And under current reciprocity agreements with states like neighboring Indiana and Pennsylvania, both of which require no training to obtain a concealed carry permit, out-of-staters can conceal carry in Ohio today without any training at all. 

That’s right. Current Ohio law respects the Second Amendment rights of out-of-staters more than law-abiding Ohioans, yet there isn’t any epidemic of Indiana or Pennsylvania permit holders crossing the border and going on crime sprees in Ohio.  

About all we have learned from the permit experiment is that license holders are statistically the most law-abiding citizens in society.  Simply put, there is no compelling governmental interest in forcing this archaic government-mandate on law-abiding citizens.
Finally, consider the Ohio State Constitution, which we all take an oath to uphold. Article I, Section 4 declares: “The people have the right to bear arms for their defense and security.” 

If bearing arms is a right, it is not the job of government to require law-abiding citizens to jump through one of the most burdensome processes in the country to exercise it. We don’t require training or a tax for the First Amendment. We don’t require a poll tax or literacy test to vote.  We should not require one for the Second Amendment. 

As lawmakers, we should tell Ohioans that we trust them and that we won’t stand in the way of them and any of their constitutionally-protected rights. 

That’s why we respectfully request a favorable vote on this legislation so it can be taken up for consideration on the House Floor.
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