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Chairman Maag and members of the House State Government Committee.  We ask you
to support H. B. 48.  A particular issue that is of most concerm to us is the concealed carry
prohibition for places of worship.  This affects us and our visitors, both from within Ohio and
from out-of-state.

Presently under Section 2923.126(B) concealed carry is prohibited unless the place of
worship posts or permits otherwise.  In addition, Section 2923.1212 does not require signage for
places of worship.  The practical effect of these two sections of the current law is to reverse the
standard convention of posting signs where concealed carry is not permitted.

Visitors to Ohio, as well as residents, expect to see “No Guns” signs posted on entry ways
to areas where concealed carry is not permitted.  In some states there may be exceptions to this
rule, but in most places buildings or facilities open to the public must have signs posted in order
to keep law abiding citizens from possessing firearms on the premises.

Would be church attendees, whether from Ohio or from other states, can wind up on the
outside looking in, since they may have no way of locking up their firearms in order to attend
services and no time to look for a church that would welcome them.  To be fair, the problem is
not as bad for planned visits from friends, since they can be warned in advance or directed to a
friendlier church.

We see no harm in making the sign requirements the same for all restricted areas.  Posting
signs to this effect should pose no more difficulty than the posting of “No Smoking” signs. 
Removing places of worship from Section 2923.126(B) puts places of worship in the same
category as any other privately owned public place.

We believe the sign requirements should be similar for all restricted areas.  CHL holders
attending church should know without giving away their status whether or not they can bring
their firearms with them.

We ask for your favorable vote on H.B. 48.  Thank you.


