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Good afternoon, Chairman Maag, Ranking Member Gerberry, and members of the House State Government Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 20 – to clarify the authority of a concealed handgun licensee to possess a handgun in a school safety zone.

I am here not only as a private citizen, but also as a member of the law enforcement community for over the last 16 years, serving in two of our state’s larger cities in some capacity of law enforcement. What I am sharing with you is my own opinion derived from my own experiences and does not necessarily reflect the opinions or policy of my employer.

During my career, I have taken roughly 500 guns off the street, arrested over twice that many men and women for felonies involving drugs, and, along the way, I have locked up several individuals for committing hideous crimes such as murder or sex offenses. A common factor among most of those criminals was their culpable mental state when committing those crimes: they “knowingly” did it. (That state of “knowingly” committing their crimes, however, often changed for them when they – and their lawyer- were in front of a judge. Then, suddenly, none of them knew what they were doing at the time of the offense.)

After the State allowed its citizens to legally carry a gun with a permit, the number of arrests I made for carrying a gun illegally dropped significantly as more people I came into contact with had permits. Additionally, the state of “knowingly” became a bit muddled during the transition period following the new law, as some people unwittingly made mistakes while believing they were following the new law. For some, they didn’t pay attention in their CCW permit holder class; and for others, they didn’t fully understanding the nuances of the new freedom they were given. As a result, these citizens were left to the mercy and discretion of either the officer on scene or, later, to the courts. Overall, the mistakes were rare and people have done the right thing.

Now, after several years of having permit holders, we have figured out many of those issues. There is something that I, and my brothers and sisters across the State, realized very early into our careers: good, law-abiding citizens are going to generally do the right thing, while criminals are going to do the wrong thing, no matter what laws come out of these chambers.

House Bill 20 is a simple effort to provide greater clarity on the law of a concealed handgun licensee to possess a handgun in a school safety zone. 

Keeping the rest of the rules in place, like locking the gun up before leaving the vehicle and locking the vehicle, makes a clear line between what is allowed and what is not allowed. An officer showing up to a gun run at a school where the parent has merely forgotten to take something to their child faces a much different scenario than if that same parent is waving their gun around outside their car. But, sometimes life just happens. As parents, it seems to happen more often. Most people should be able to figure that out. I believe this bill provides clarity without watering down the safety of those whom all of us are entrusted to protect.

As police officers, we realize the consequences of the laws we enforce. Sometimes we are put into situations and think, “This really stinks that we have to do this to this person.” Arresting a hard-working citizen, who really thought they were doing the right thing, is not what we signed up for. 

My personal opinion is that House Bill 20 allows for life to happen without punishing those trying to do the right thing. By having clarification of the law, law enforcement can focus on those who are blatantly ignoring school zone laws rather than wasting time on someone who is trying to do the right thing. 

There may be confusion from outside parties that this bill may increase the risk of shootings at schools. As I have already stated, law-abiding citizens are just that, law-abiding. Criminals will do what they do best, commit crimes. 

I believe any parent that has watched news stories from places like Jonesboro, AR; Littleton, CO; Nickle Mines, PA; Chardon, OH; Newtown, CT, (or any other school shooting that has made national headlines over the last 20 years) has cringed while thinking about lives lost and been grateful it wasn’t their child. While those parents were contemplating their own child’s fate, those of us who carry a gun for a living, or even for personal protection, were wishing we could have been there to prevent such senseless violence. I personally do not fear the law-abiding citizen carrying a gun in a school zone. I do, however, hope the next person considering a school shooting does think about the possibility of one of these law-abiding, gun-carrying citizens before making such a terrible choice.

I stand here today in support of HB 20, and urge you to vote in favor of this bill. 
Thank you for your time. I will answer any questions you may have, at this time. 


