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My name is Keith Watson. I am not an American citizen. I am an immigrant to this country with permanent resident status. I thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for allowing me to address this committee today. This is an opportunity that not many immigrants are given, and I am grateful for it.
As I have said, I am an immigrant to this country. I am a British citizen, Scottish by birth. I grew up in South Africa, but I was living in London, England before I came to the U.S. I’ve been living in Greenville since my arrival here, a little over 15 years ago. 
One of the great things about living here in the U.S. is the Constitution, specifically, the Bill of Rights, which is one of the things that sets this country apart – South African and British citizens and permanent residents most certainly do not enjoy the same level of rights that U.S. citizens and permanent residents do.

As we are here today to address the method of carrying firearms in Ohio, I’d like to touch briefly on gun rights in both South Africa and the U.K., so as to give you an immigrant’s perspective on this. Before I do, though, I’d like to recount what my wife, who is definitely not a “gun person,” said to me the other night when I was trying to justify to her why I it was important to me to make a 200 mile round trip to attend the committee hearing on House Bill 152.
During the conversation that ensued, I explained to her that I can open carry without a permit, but have to go through a training class and pay for a permit to be able to carry a firearm concealed. Her response to this was “So you get a free pass to freak people out, but you have to pay to cover your weapon up so people don’t see it. They [the Ohio State Government] have it backward.” 
Moving on…
In South Africa, the firearm purchase process is difficult and lengthy, usually taking anywhere between 3 and 6 months to complete, and a separate license must be acquired for each firearm. Few people are approved for a firearm license on their first application. 
If the firearm that was purchased happened to be a handgun, the purchaser must carry it in a concealed manner when out in public because open carry generally causes a certain level of alarm among members of the public. In fact, open carry is illegal in South Africa.
In the U.K., carrying a firearm in public, whether open or concealed, is strictly prohibited. Firearms ownership is limited to sporting purposes, and licensing is very strict. For example, there are two types of shotgun license – referred to as a “certificate” – in the U.K. The first is a “shotgun certificate,” which covers shotguns that have a capacity of up to two rounds. For shotguns with a capacity of more than two rounds, a firearms acquisition certificate, or FAC, must be obtained.

U.K. gun laws are so strict that air rifles capable of producing more than 12 foot pounds of muzzle energy is classified as a firearm, and an FAC is required. For air pistols, the limit is 6 FPE at the muzzle.

There was a case in the U.K. in 1999 that clearly illustrates the differences between the U.K. from the U.S. with regards to self-preservation and protection of property. On the night of August 20th, 1999, two burglars broke into the home of Norfolk a farmer named Tony Martin. Mr. Martin had a shotgun in his home and used it to fire three shots down the stairs at the burglars, wounding one and killing the other.

Because Mr. Martin had neither a shotgun certificate nor an FAC, he was charged with murder. He was convicted and sentenced to 8 years imprisonment. Yes, it is clear that Mr. Martin was in violation of U.K. law, however, here in Ohio, that would not have been the case. This brings me to the matter at hand, which is constitutional carry.
While open carry is legal in the state of Ohio, it is not a generally accepted method of carrying a firearm. This is mainly because carrying a firearm openly causes alarm among the public. Seeing someone openly carrying a firearm in public just makes some people nervous. Sometimes to the point where they call the police to report it. This results in the police stopping the person carrying the gun, and sometimes even violating their Fourth Amendment rights detaining them unnecessarily, or even disarming them, again unnecessarily, which is an infringement upon their Second Amendment rights.
Many firearms owners feel that they will be registering themselves as firearms owners if they acquire a CHL. On the other hand, open carry is not generally accepted, so they do not carry at all. The Second Amendment clearly states that the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.
There is no ambiguity to this statement. There are no hidden meanings. It does not need to be parsed. Also, there is absolutely no reference to method of carry in the Second Amendment, and yet, the State of Ohio has taken it upon itself to make it a criminal act to conceal a handgun on one’s person if one has not purchased a state-issued concealed handgun license, even though this is a direct infringement upon the Second Amendment.

We do not need a purchase permit or license to go to church. We do not need a purchase permit or license to exercise the right to freedom of speech. There are no penalties associated with either of these two rights. Rights have no fees or penalties associated with them, for if they did, they would cease to be rights and become privileges instead.
Why then, do we need to have a license to carry a firearm in a concealed manner? The Second Amendment is the only one that comes with fees and penalties. Basically, the Second Amendment has been converted from a right to a privilege.
House Bill 152 does not eliminate the CHL permit system – this is a good thing because there will still be those who wish to acquire a CHL for the purpose of reciprocity when traveling to another state.
House Bill 152 simply restores the constitutional right to law-abiding Ohioans to conceal their weapons on their persons without having to purchase a license from the State of Ohio in order to do so. 
I will state in closing that the Ohio government must now make one of two choices: 1. Ensure that House Bill 152 is passed into law; 2. Continue to send the message to all good, law-abiding Ohioans that their duly elected government does not trust them and has deemed them unfit to responsibly exercise their constitutionally protected Second Amendment rights.
Thank you.
Keith Watson.
