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June 10, 2015
Dear Members of the Ohio House State Government Committee:

The members of the Safe Guns Coalition offer the following statement in opposition to Ohio
House Bill 48.

House Bill 48 would expand Concealed Carry Weapon (CCW) rights in Ohio. It would expand
CCW rights on several fronts, including reducing penalties for violations of CCW laws,
eliminating several locales in which CCW is currently prohibited, expanding rights to carry a
weapon onto school property, granting civil immunity to institutions of higher learning in cases
where injury, death, or loss resulting from a CCW holder bringing a gun or being prohibited
from bringing a gun on their property.

None of these changes increases the security of Ohioans from gun violence. On the contrary, by
expanding the rights of CCW licensees to take guns into more places and reducing penalties for
CCW violations, the rights of Ohioans to be free of the possible intimidation, accidental loss or
discharge, or assault by a CCW holder who may lose his or her composure are diminished by this
bill. Any of these possibilities is potentially deadlier due to the presence of a firearm.

This bill is based on concepts that have not been substantiated by consistent, credible research.
One such claim is that the introduction of firearms into public areas increases security. Another
claim is that places where guns are prohibited are less safe (i.e. “victim zones”) than places
where guns may legally be carried. There is lively debate on these claims and reputable studies
critical of these claims have been published by such institutions as:

American Journal of Public Health National Academy of Science
George Washington University National Bureau of Economic
Harvard Injury Control Research Research

Center New England Journal of Medicine
Johns Hopkins Center for Gun Preventive Medicine

Policy and Research The Stanford News

Without solid evidence that the introduction of CCW into previously prohibited places will make
those places safer, there is no justifiable basis for modifying a key element in the original CCW
legislation: the agreement that certain places should be off-limits to CCW. Such an expansion of
CCW rights is an infringement on the rights of all Ohioans who wish to live apart from the
presence of concealed firearms in public places, in places that care for or teach our children and
youth, and in our places of worship.

Safe Guns Coalition is an organization of activists committed to reducing gun violence in Ohio and formed in 2015.
ohiosgc@gmail.com

ohiosgc.org


mailto:ohiosgc@gmail.com

