Chairman Maag and members of the committee. My name is Michele Mueller. I’'m the chapter
leader of the Ohio chapter of Moms Demand Action. I’m here today because I am deeply
concerned about the public safety implications of passing HB 48. Specifically, I’'m concerned
that, if passed, HB 48 would be allowing the carrying of hidden, loaded firearms in public places
by untrained people—some of whom may even have criminal records.

Ohio is currently like the vast majority of states in that it requires people wishing to carry
concealed weapons in public must first obtain a permit. This provision keeps us safe, ensuring
that anyone carrying on our streets has had at least 8 hours of safety training, including
experience actually handling a firearm.

This bill would undermine that basic safety provision, effectively dismantling our permitting
system by allowing people to carry without a permit so long as they have reason to “fear an
attack.” HB 48 would abolish training requirements and allow individuals who have never
handled a gun to carry loaded weapons in public. Not only that, but the bill would even allow
convicted criminals to carry in highly sensitive public places, including people with recent
stalking or assault convictions.

National polling shows that 87 percent of Americans oppose this kind of legislation—that they
support requiring training and a clean criminal record for anyone who wants to carry a gun in
public. In other words, the public overwhelmingly supports keeping our current system in place.
That’s why gun lobby-backed bills like these have already failed in a dozen states. The
legislature would be defying Ohioans and putting us all in danger by passing this bill.

Additionally, the bill does the following dangerous things:

e |t forces our towns and cities to allow guns in their buildings—including for example our
rec centers and libraries. Our local officials should not be blocked from making public
safety decisions in their own buildings.

e Second, it removes the crime for carrying concealed guns on campus. Our colleges are
sensitive places that present special dangers, with elevated drug and alcohol use and
young people making impulsive decisions. The legislature should not be taking the teeth
out of the law—doing little more than issuing a small fine for those who carry powerful
weapons at institutions of higher learning.

e Finally, and this is really shocking, the bill would literally allow guns at daycare centers.
What can | even say about this provision? We just cannot have guns in the places where
our young children play.

Thank you for the opportunity to appear today. | ask you to focus on the needs of Ohioans and
reject the priorities of the gun lobby. I urge you to vote against this bill.



