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Chairman Maag, Vice Chair Kunze, Ranking Member Gerberry, and the members of the State
Government Committee. I speak today in opposition to the guns everywhere bill currently in this
committee, House Bill 48.

The proposals included in HB 48 would Jegalize the presence of hidden, loaded weapons in our
institutions of higher education, places of worship, day-care facilities, aircraft, certain government
facilities, public arcas of airport terminals and police stations, and school safety zones.

Such an expansion of concealed weapons would only serve to normalize the presence of dangerous
weapons in public spaces and strengthen the culture of fear fostered by some individuals and
companies who profit from gun and ammunition sales.

I this committee is interested in reducing gun violence and preventing mass shootings, there are better
solutions than allowing concealed weapons in even more of our public spaces.

We hear a lot about “ecod guys” with guns. We need to remind ourselves that everyone is a “good
guy” until they aren’t. This is not to say that obtaining a concealed carry license suddenly makes you a
dangerous person, but carrying a gun certainly makes you more likely to use one. Even “good” people
can have bad days and go through trying times where they probably shouldn’t be carrying a hidden,
loaded weapon in public. .

In 2009, for example, there were six confirmed mass shootings (defined as four or more deaths) by
concealed handgun permit holders, including the Fort Hood shooting by Nidal Malik Hasan and the
killing of three policemen by neo-Nazi Richard Poplawski in Pittsburgh. Concealed handgun license
holders have been responsible for at least 29 mass shootings since May 2007.

In nearly every mass shooting, people associated with the shooter noted clear warning signs of
dangerous behavior beforehand. One recommendation would be supporting legal safeguards that
could temporarily prevent a person from gaining access to a gun when they are violent or suicidal. Such
policies would give community members the opportunity to bring a person to the attention of qualified
assessots who temporarily remove the person’s access to guns until the crisis has abated.
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A comprehensive and universal background check system on all gun sales, including the estimated
40% of sales completed outside of federally licensed firearms dealers, is the most important step to
reduce gun violence and increase our public safety, as opposed to increasing the number of dangerous
weapons that are carried in our public spaces.

The proposition that mass shooters are choosing the locations for their crimes based solely on whether
ot not there are weapon free zones is false. In many of the cases there is clearly another motive for the
choice of location. Workplace shootings often occur in workplaces because perpetrators feel wronged
by employers and colleagues. School shootings often occur at schools whete the killer has personal ties
to the school they struck. Also, the majority of mass shootings are murder-suicides. These are not
people whose priority was identifying the safest place to attack.

I would like to further note that research presented so often to this committee about weapon free
zones being targets for crime has been discredited. The “more guns, less crime” hypothesis has been
thoroughly repudiated by scholars at Havard University Public School of Health, the University of New
South Wales, Rutgers University, The University of Georgia, Dayton University, and the National
Research Council to name a few. While it is true that criminals don’t tend to obey laws, it is also true
that increasing the places where civilians may carry hidden, loaded weapons won’t make any one safer.

If we disregarded all laws simply because some people broke them, we wouldn’t be left with much in
the Ohio Revised Code.

In closing, the Ohio Coalition Against Gun Violence believes that HB 48 would not increase Ohioan’s
public safety and are asking members of this committee to do better.



