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Chajrman Maag, Vice Chair Kunze, Ranking Member Gerberry, and the members of the State Government
Committee.

Re: HB 48
June 5, 2013
Dear Chairman Maag,

As professionals working in mental health with a combined 100-- years of practice experience, we write to
oppose HB 48. We work at institutions of higher learning which are co-mingled with clinical facilities. Some
of the people in the clinical facilities have issues of impulse control around hurting themselves or others. The
increase of guns being brought to these facilities could result in these people accessing unattended, unsecured
guns, thousands of people each year could be harmed materially.

We also consult with schools (PK-12). Allowing concealed guns into daycare facilities flies in the face of
common sense, Parents take their children to daycare SO that that can be attended safely while parents work.
Introducing guns into a daycare facility increases the danger that children will shoot other children, themselves,
or adults; these things happen routinely now, and their incidence would only increase with the passage of HB
48, Ttis already difficult to find enough people 10 work in daycare facilities; introducing more guns could
severely curtail the workforce, impacting parents” ability to fulfill the demands of their jobs.

Finally, allowing concealed guns uito school safety zones would compromise safety rather than increase it. We
routinely restrict potentially dapgerous activity and persons from entering school zones. Unfortunately, schools
can be dangerous for students, teachers, and all who work in schools. School violence is a significant probleny;
the Department of Justice awards monijes every year to school districts working on ways 0 increase safety and
decrease violence. Despite the push for more “gchool cops”, School Resource Officers have not been shown to
decrease violence in schools. If trained Resource Officers have not made a difference then surely those with
less training would be even less likely to be able to make a difference. An influx of guns in and around schools
can only exacerbate the problem.

We thank the committee for your consideration of our opposition to HB 48.

Sincerely,
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Jane Timmons-Mitchell, Ph.D., clinical child psychologist
(Case Western Reserve University



Tatiana Falcone, M.D., FAPA, child psychiatrist

The Cleveland Clinic

Kathleen Franco, M.D., Consultation Liaison psychiatrist
The Cleveland Clinic
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Veena Ahuja, M:D., child psychiatrist
The Cleveland clinic
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Molly Wimbiscus. M.D., child psychiatrist
The Cleveland Clinic
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Laura Overman, M.A., M.Ed.
Case Western Reserve University
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kamp, M FAPA Consultation Liaison psychiatrist
Uié;v/ ity Hospitals ﬁf Cleveland
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el Schuermeyer, M.D.,FAPA, Consultation Liaison psychiatrist
The Cleveland Clinic



