June 8, 2015

Chairman Maag, Vice Chair Kunze, Ranking Member Gerberry, and the members of the State
Government Committee:

| was a chaplain in residency at Toledo Mercy Medical Center in 2006. That means | was learning
to be a chaplain with several other students. It was a Saturday and | was the in-house chaplain.

" Therefore, | was responsible if any needs for a chaplain should arise. So | was wearing the chaplain pager

and 1 was called into a trauma that morning. A woman in her early forties was brought in. Her hushand
had called 911, and said that his wife had fallen on a pitched fork. When the ambulance arrived, their
ten year old daughter, named Lauren, tried to leave in the ambulance with her mother, but her father
pulled her back.

Once the woman was in the ambulance, she told the rescue workers that in fact her hushand
had stabbed her intentionally and that he was armed. Immediately, they called the police. A sheriff's
deputy responded. He kicked in the door to the family’s home and was shot by the husband twice in the
shoulder. The deputy was brought to the hospital almaost immediately with the woman. Then her
husband took their son, five year old Jacob, and his ten year old daughter, Lauren hostage.

The police heard loud noises from ihe back of the home. When the police entered the home
they found that five year old Jacob had been shot three times and was dead. Lauren, the ten year old girl
had been shot three times by her so called father and was dead. The woman’s hushand had shot himself
in the head and was dead. The woman'’s family of origin gathered at the hospital. The woman’s brother
volunteered to tell her what happened when she woke up from surgery. Medically, she was going to be
fine. He told her when she awoke, and there was not a dry eye in the room, including my own. It was the
day before Mothers’ Day!

Unfortunately, there would be others. Ina very short span of five years in my career as a pastor
and chaplain | would ministerto a total of six families who lost children to gun violence. One of those
victims included an adorable three year old girl brain dead from a drive-by shooting when | was an on-
call chaplain at Akron Children’s Hospital; three families, | met at the Summit County Free Clinic.
Another was a family in a church | was pastor of who’s son took his girl-friend’s life and then his own.

The Government of The State of Ohio has prostituted itself to the gun industry for far too long, Two
thirds of the population of this country does not own a gun. Of the one third of the population that does
own guns many only own rifies for hunting. Yet the government of this country at all levels: federal,
state, and local, is only too happy to do the gun industry’s bidding.

According to numbers derived from the Centers for Disease Control, approximately 30,000
Americans are killed with guns every year. More Americans have been killed with guns in my lifetime, {l
am Forty-seven years old} than have been killed in all of the wars in our country’s history combined and
this country’s government does nothing about it. It is as though we were occupied by a foreigh power. |
do not blame either the gun industry or the gun owners nearly as much as | blame the American
Government for its irresponsibility.



It is the duty of the state to protect the weak from the strong. “Defend the widow and the
orphan,” as the Hebrew Bible says. Not to be criminally negligent to the extent of allowing six year olds
to be massacred in a class room, which is what the government in this country has done at all levels.

if | refuse to do my job, | get fired. Why should the government be treated any differently? The
government should not be viewed as having special privileges because it is allowed to use brute force,
but as having added responsibility 10 imaintain law and order, a job which it has repeatedly refused to do
when it comes to protecting the population of this country from gun violence. American gun violence is
both a moral and a human rights issue, but the Government ignores it.

In the state of Ohio, we have both the concealed and opened carrying of weapons. The
concealed carrying of weapons, which at most only seven percent of Ohic's population participates in is
nothing but vigilantism and the open carrying of weapons, is nothing but the legalized version of a
terroristic threat. Now, the State of Ohio is considering getting rid of the requirement of a license for the
concealed carrying of weapons altogether. The Gun Regime that sits in power in Columbus is constantly
expanding where it is legal to take guns: into bars, churches, day care centers, and schools. It is even
legal in the state of Ohio to initiate a political argument about gun control while holding an assault rifle.
These are unjust laws, and as Saint Augustine said, “An unjust law is not law at all” 1t is impossible to go
anywhere without having a gun shoved down our throats. People who do not own guns have no rights in
this country, or in this state!

Allow me to make this perfectly clear. | have no obligation to obey a government which allows
others to try to intimidate me with an assault rifle while | campaign for gun control. This has happened
to me on more than one occasion. However, as someone who has ministered to six families who lost
children to gun violence, it is my obligation to disobey a government that would allow guns into
churches, schools and day care centers.

Any government which refuses to do its job, as has the governments of The State of Ohio and
The United States of America loses its legitimacy. | remove my consent to be governed by a government
that allows the people of this state to be terrorized by gun violence. Therefore, | will not cooperate with
the payment of my state income taxes by turning in a state income tax form until The Government of
The State of Ohio Changes its gun policies for the better. A government that refuses to govern is no
government at all.
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