[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

June 8, 2015

State Rep. Doug Green
H.D. 66
77 S. High Street
Columbus, OH 43215

Representative Green, 
 	Concerning HB 165. I whole heartily approve of the measure to grant military personal on leave exemption from purchasing deer or turkey tags. I say this with a strong measure on knowledge on the subject having two son’s serve in the military. My youngest son Patrick, served 8 years in the Air Force, Idaho, Afghanistan and the Persian Gulf. My oldest, Ben is 13 year’s U.S. Army Airborn, Staff Sargent, two tours Iraq, one tour Afghanistan, Kosovo, Italy, Hawaii, DC and now Alaska. He plans to make a career out of it. 
	In all their combined 21 years of military service I could count on one hand the time their leave corresponded with hunting season, and even then only a day or two could be committed in the field hunting. The fact that they had to purchase a $24 deer tag for a day or two days of hunting always struck me as wrong. Considering the fact too that only one small one-antlered buck was ever harvested between the two boys during their “hunting leave”. 
	HB165 is a small measure of appreciation to our boys (and girls) in uniform should they get that rare chance to go home and hunt with dad. The amount of funds the DOW will lose by adopting this measure is insignificant. Those who think otherwise have no understanding of military leave and how it works. I’ve become an expert on military leave and hunting season as they related to my two sons who love to hunt. The opportunity to hunt while on leave is rare, and solider shouldn’t have to weigh whether the $24 investment is worth a day or two of hunting which most likely will not produce a deer or turkey to begin with. 
	I support the HB 165 and urge your fellow representatives to stand with you on this. 

Respectfully,
Tom Cross
Exec Director of the Adams County Travel & Visitors Bureau
Author “Fishing Ohio”
Past President Outdoor Writers of Ohio
30+ year outdoor columnist The Peoples Defender
North American Whitetail, Ohio Game & Fish, Ohio Outdoor News
1497 Cross Rd, Winchester, OH 45697
tomcross@adamscountytravel.org
tomcross@dragonbbs.com
cell 937.217.1497
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