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Chairman Hite, Vice Chair Uecker, Ranking Member Gentile and members of the Senate Agriculture Committee, thank you for allowing me to provide sponsor testimony on SB 16.

As this committee is well aware, phosphorus runoff in the Western Lake Erie Basin has led to toxic algae bloom outbreaks for some time now. The Ohio EPA commissioned their first Phosphorus Task Force Report on the problem in 2010, and the issue has only grown in severity since then. The problem came to an apex last summer when a toxic algae bloom appeared around the City of Toledo water intake plant, making tap water for approximately 500,000 Ohio residents undrinkable.

I want to recognize the work this committee has done on this issue up to this point. In particular, I want to thank Senator Hite and Senator Gentile for their leadership in this committee. During the last General Assembly, Senate Bill 150 was passed as a first step towards addressing runoff from fields. Additionally, there was much deliberation and some great ideas discussed during hearings on House Bill 490.
The goal of Senate Bill 16 is to build on the work already done by this committee in the last General Assembly and to incorporate recommendations made during previous hearings into law. Its provisions include:

· Adding manure to the definition of fertilizer.

· Prohibiting the application of fertilizer or manure on frozen ground, saturated soil and during certain weather conditions such as heavy rain.

· Requiring a violator of the prohibition to pay a civil penalty in an amount determined in rules but not more than $10,000.
· Requiring certified livestock managers to file a report with the Director of Agriculture detailing manure application amounts, sales, and transfer information.

· Authorizing the Director of Environmental Protection to study, examine, and calculate nutrient loading to Ohio watersheds from point and nonpoint sources.

On the last provision, I think it is important to emphasize we need to look at all sources of phosphorus being introduced into our water, not just those originating from fields. Point sources of phosphorus include waste treatment plants in our cities, which must do their part by making much needed infrastructure investments.
As I come to the end of my testimony, I want to recognize the work of Senator Gardner and Senator Peterson on Senate Bill 1. I believe there are many similarities between our bills, and I hope through this committee, we can find even more common ground as we work to keep our drinking water safe and clean.

Chairman Hite, thank you again for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 16, I am happy to answer questions from the Committee.

