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SB 150 Sponsor Testimony
Fuel Retailer Liability Protection
June 10, 2015

Chairman Bacon, Vice-Chair Oelslager, Ranking Member Skindell, and distinguished members of the Senate Civil Justice Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on Senate Bill 150. This legislation is designed to provide additional liability protection for small business owners who responsibly sell fuel in Ohio. Our state is on the cutting edge of new fuel technologies, including liquid natural gas, electric, and ethanol products. Fuel retailers who invest significant resources in building infrastructure to sell these new fuels should be given certainty in the law that they will be protected from frivolous lawsuits involving these products.

Senate Bill 150 clarifies that retailers who safely and responsibly sell a fuel cannot be held liable for the actions of individuals who may misuse the fuel. In a situation where a customer places diesel fuel into a gasoline engine or uses E15 in a non-approved vehicle, a retailer who has clearly labeled the product should not be held liable.

This legislation also clarifies that the State Fire Marshal has the authority to approve new and existing fuel equipment to service new fuels. Existing equipment is often capable of servicing emerging fuel brands but cannot be certified effectively. This provision should lead to more retail opportunities for these new fuels.

Senate Bill 150 is a common-sense approach that will update Ohio’s fuel product liability law and give additional protection to small business owners who sell their products responsibly. It does not supersede federal law or allow the introduction of untested or unapproved fuels into the market place. This legislation will simply allow Ohio to remain at the forefront on emerging fuel options for our retailers and for our customers. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide testimony on behalf of Senate Bill 150. I would be happy to answer any questions from the committee at this time.
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