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Thank you Chairman Bacon and members of the committee.  

My name is Jason Phillips and I am the Policy Director for Clean Fuels Ohio.  Clean Fuels Ohio is a statewide non-profit dedicated to increasing the use of alternative transportation fuels. I stand before you today in support of SB 150.  

As you already know, this legislation will protect responsible fuel retailers from frivolous lawsuits.    

One of the barriers to the adoption of alternative fuel vehicles is the lack of refueling stations.  Refueling stations for some alternative fuels require a substantial investment to build and fuel retailers have been advised to be overly cautious about deciding what kinds of fuels should be sold.  The concern we have is that a retailer would probably be named in a lawsuit even if there was no fault on the part of the fuel retail establishment. As you heard in other testimony, in the 1980s, when we were making the transition from leaded to unleaded gasoline, the USEPA punished retailers for not physically preventing self-service customers from putting leaded gasoline into unleaded only vehicles.  We do not want to see that history repeated and stifle the market for alternative fuels today.

We want to be clear that our goal is to protect responsible retailers from frivolous law suits, not protect irresponsible ones from legitimate courses of action. If a retailer of alternative fuels cuts corners on equipment needed to ensure safe operation or the quality of fuel, and these actions do actual harm to consumers and/or their vehicles, those consumers should retain the right to sue the irresponsible retailer. This protects the consumer and helps to discourage “bad actors” from becoming involved in the alternative fuels industry.  Which is something I think everyone can get behind.

We have a refueling infrastructure barrier issue in alternative fuels.  Responsible station developers won’t invest in building refueling stations if there is a concern about frivolous lawsuits. SB 150 helps reduce barriers based on those concerns.

Thank you Chairman Bacon.  I would be happy to answer any questions you may have.
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