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Senate Civil Justice Committee Senate Bill 150 (Hite)
Jack Irvin, Ohio Corn & Wheat Growers Association June 24, 2015

Chairman Bacon, Vice Chairman Oelslager, Ranking Member Skindell and members of the Senate Civil Justice Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify as a proponent of Senate Bill 150 (Hite).

My name is Jack Irvin and I am the Director of Government and Industry Affairs for the Ohio Corn
& Wheat Growers Association and help represent the thousands of corn and wheat farmers throughout Ohio. While you might be wondering why a representative of grain farmers is here before you today testifying on a bill pertaining to misfueling, at its core, Ohio's grain farmers are energy producers. While grains like corn can be used and consumed in many different forms such as calories for food or livestock feed, or turned into ethanol by one of Ohio's 7 ethanol plants; simply put, corn is energy.

For decades, Ohio's corn farmers have worked and invested in creating new markets like the ethanol industry for their corn. Anything we can do as a state to remove obstacles to open the door to alternative fuels should be embraced. Senate Bill 150 is a common sense bill that maintains protection for the fueling public, while offering some certainty to fuel retailers.

It is important to note that SB 150 doesn't pick or choose any one particular fuel, but covers all options. Energy is a huge cost to all Ohioans and it is sound policy to promote future fuels which hopefully are produced and consumed right here in Ohio creating a win-win scenario for all.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I would be happy to answer any questions you may have.
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