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Chairman Eklund, Vice-Chair Obhof, Ranking-Member Thomas, ladies and gentlemen of the Senate Criminal Justice Committee, thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak on behalf of HB 110, Brandon’s Law.  On September 15, 2013, my brother Bob was cycling on a country road in Delaware county when he was struck by a car and instantly killed.  In the few days it took for the driver to come forward, our family was convinced the driver was someone very young and scared and we worried the teenager would never be the same, or possibly a drunk driver and we wanted that person in jail. It turned out to be a woman who had actually hit another cyclist in 2011, injuring him severly, and only stopped because there were neighbors running toward the accident.   She was not held accountable then and continued to drive with eyesight problems.
The death of my brother affected so many lives.  He had been a teacher and coach for 44 years, was one year from retirement, and loved his life.  As painful as losing him was, the months that followed proved equally difficult.  Why wasn’t Katie Paul, the hit and run driver, in jail?  She had admitted to killing him, but that wasn’t enough to proceed.  The prosecutor told us that the only reason Paul could be charged was that she didn’t have her glasses on and that made her responsible for his death.  She claimed she didn’t know she hit him so she literally would not have been charged if not for her glasses.  What?  The judge had a choice at sentencing.  If he gave her less then 5 years, she was eligible for parole in 6 months.  If he gave her 5 years, she would not be eligible for 5 years.   I believe the sheer number of people, students, teachers, and friends that showed up at trial and wrote letters to the judge are what pushed the judge to sentence her to 4 ½ years.  The constant publicity added to the pressure simply because he was a so loved by the community.  I am surprised she is still in prison.  It is time to fix the law so that regardless of who is injured or killed, the driver responsible is held accountable.  It is time for Brandon’s law to pass.
