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I would first like to introduce myself. My name is Cindy and my daughter is a substance user, formerly referred to as a drug addict, specifically heroin. She suffers from a dual diagnosis; addiction and PTSD. We have lived with PTSD now for 13 years and heroin for 10. She is one of the lucky ones. 

I am a Co-Founder of the National non-profit organization, Change Addiction Now (C.A.N.) and the State Director for Ohio C.A.N. It is our mission to bring the family voice to addiction and recovery by speaking out for evidence based practices, harm reduction and reaching out to families who continue to hide in shame and stigma. It is a voice that over the years has become louder by removing the barriers our loved ones and children face daily.   

This is my fourth visit to Columbus stressing the importance of granting immunity to those living with substance use disorder, the family, friends, loved ones and those who overdose. A brief history as to where we started, and where we are today:
· “Thursday, Oct. 24, 2013, Good Samaritan laws in 17 states protect people from prosecution if they call 911 to assist an individual at risk of an opioid-related overdose.” 
“Unintentional drug overdoses caused 2,110 deaths to Ohio residents based on data in 2013. In 2013, nearly six (5.8) Ohioans died every day from unintentional drug overdose, or one every four hours.”

· “In 2014, twenty states and the District of Columbia have enacted policies to provide limited immunity from arrest or prosecution for minor drug law violations for people who summon help at the scene of an overdose.” 
“Ohio had the second-highest number of drug overdose deaths nationwide in 2014, a number that's soaring, according to a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report. Heroin and prescription pain relievers took many of those 2,744 lives in Ohio.” 

· “April 2016, 35 states and the District of Columbia have enacted some form of a Good Samaritan or 911 drug immunity law. Ohio averages 23 heroin deaths every week. Ohio also loses an average of 38 people every week due to opioid overdose. Put another way, Ohio loses nearly 7 people every day due to heroin and opioid-related deaths.” 

We now rank number one nationally in heroin overdose deaths, number two in overdose deaths and still offer no immunity. I ask you today, is this something to be proud of?

In 2014, Kasich signed HB 170 into law, expanding the use of naloxone so that first responders can administer the drug, and allowing family and friends to get prescriptions for loved ones at risk of overdosing on opioids. Ohio’s use of the drug is steadily growing, with naloxone having been administered an estimated 101,000 times in the state between 2003 and 2014. In 2012 it was administered 10,500 times; in 2013, 12,256 times; and in 2014, 15,493 times. Do we only depend on Naloxone to help us save lives in our State? Or do we take it one step further and offer immunity to those calling 911?

As I stated earlier, my daughter in many people’s eyes is a drug addict by choice. She made the choice to use heroin and when she is ready to quit, she just needs to stop. She deserves to be arrested and placed in jail for her “choices” and low level non-violent crimes. To her family she is a graduate from Kent State, with honors, with a BA in Family Studies and Health and Human services. My daughter also saves lives. She was put in that situation one night when the others ran. They had warrants, she didn’t and he lived.

The young woman from Warren was not as lucky. She was left alone, naked with men’s boxers and socks alongside the road. She was the daughter of a police Captain. The young woman from Cincinnati was left to die in the home of a Policer officer’s daughter. The young man propped up alongside the utility pole naked from Mansfield wasn’t as lucky either. And the sister who was found in the hospital parking lot, next to the ER door. After laying there for 4 hours, she too died. And the young man left alone in the living room in Akron on N. Adams Street and most recently, the young man found in Wellsville. My daughter was not there to administer Naloxone as she did some nights prior. My daughter was never trained, the kit was thrown to her as the 4 others ran out the door. One of the 4 had received the spray that day upon leaving detox. She ran, my daughter stayed and saved a life. Had she called 911, she would have been arrested. The one overdosing would have been treated and sent to jail. That is how the disease of addiction is treated. With fear, punishment, criminal charges and often death.  

Being State director has given me the opportunity to read of the many “overdose dumps” that happen frequently in Ohio. I learned firsthand the pain and anguish of the parent who will always wonder, “What if someone would have called for help?” “Would my child still be alive today if someone just called 911?” This thought haunts the numerous parents I have received letters from explaining their pain, their loss and their child being left to die alone. All because Ohio refuses to grant immunity. All because many feel those who suffer from substance use disorder commit criminal crimes and must receive punishment due to their actions. And our children continue to die. Every day in Ohio people are dying because someone is afraid of being prosecuted. The question is how many could have been prevented?  And more importantly, how many more will die? Our statistics are alarming. We have much to be ashamed of in Ohio as it relates to addiction, treatment and recovery. We have an epidemic and few are listening. They only continue to die. My question to you is, how can you prosecute the dead? How can we treat those who have died? How is criminalizing an overdose saving anyone? Our jails are full beyond capacity, our prisons overcrowded, our kids are overdosing upon release and we continue recycling the sick expecting a different result. 

Studies have recently shown that states offering Naloxone and immunity have seen a reduction in overdose deaths. 20% the first year, 25% the second year and up to 30% the third year. Naloxone is a start, but if those having the opportunity to use it are running for fear of arrest, what benefit is it to the person who is overdosing?  I have yet to hear of the person who is overdosing administering the nasal spray themselves. Immunity is essential if Naloxone is to be successful. 

In closing, my daughter has also been one who has overdosed. Not once, not twice, but many times. Whether it was heroin or a mixture with benzos, I have taken her to the emergency room numerous times. In today’s world of heroin, benzos and fentanyl, family members often find it necessary to take matters into our own hands. Detox is full, treatment is full, IOP is full, hospitals refuse, ERs release and we wait for medically assisted treatment that often a Judge or treatment facility deny. We face 16 bed limits and the 100 patient MAT limit. Many of us just do what we can, when we can to just keep our child alive. This includes providing them a safe place to stay, detoxing them, driving them, timing them and monitoring their disease the best way we know. I ask you, “What if it was your child? What extent would you go to keep them alive and find that suboxone?” When you are told you only have a 65 day wait for that long awaited treatment, just what would you do? And when I share this, all heads nod and say, “Me, too. I too know the houses, the places and the faces.”

So who now is the criminal?

Immunity is not just for those with a disease, it is also for those who love their child. It is for that mom who called 911 after performing CPR to get her child breathing. It is for that mom whose daughter was found overdosed on her bedroom floor. It is for that mom who after looking around the room seeing incriminating paraphernalia, residue and criminal tools, cancelled the 911 call and told them, “Please do not come, my daughter is now sitting up and it takes me 11 minutes to drive her to the ER.” The dispatcher asked, “Do you know the seriousness of cancelling this call?” I replied, “Do you know the seriousness if they walk into my house?” 

Yes, I know the drill. Whatever is in eye view can be confiscated and I can be charged. A mom who is only doing what she can do to save her child. I have no immunity either.  

My daughter is very sick with a disease; she needs treatment, not incarceration. She is not a criminal and I will do whatever it takes to see that she receives the proper treatment she needs and deserves. Today, she is in recovery with medically assisted treatment and the proud mommy of a beautiful 4 month drug free little girl. Incarceration would have never offered her a life such as this. 

My daughter is not the exception, she is the rule. Our children need to live, they need treatment in lieu of incarceration and the “criminal discrimination” needs to stop. When immunity is granted, Ohio too will see the reduction in overdose deaths and those needing treatment will receive evidence based practices for the disease that they have. 

Thank you for your time. 
