Chairwoman Lehner, members of the committee, 

Thank you for allowing me to address this committee on the subject of Senate Bill 241 My name is Jim Dowdy, and I am a member of the Music Education faculty at Capital University. Prior to that I taught for 30 years: 9 years as a band and general music in the Canal Winchester Local Schools and 21 years as a band director in the Worthington City Schools. I am here representing the Ohio Music Education Association, a statewide professional organization of which I have been a member since 1976, and from 2008-12 I served as their State President.
We are pleased that Senator LaRose has crafted a bill that:
Reinforces the language and intent of the Ohio Administrative Code by saying that Ohio K-12 students should have access to a complete curriculum, including the fine arts, music, and physical education, and comprehensive services, through school nurses, school social workers, library media specialists, and counselors

Suggests a minimum ratio similar to the ratio that was recently removed from Rule 5 of the Operating Standards

Requires data reporting, in order to increase transparency and accountability in our education system

From the compelling evidence of scientific studies demonstrating the positive effects of music education on our emotional, mental, and expressive beings, we can conclude that teaching music in our schools is extremely beneficial in helping students perform well on assessments, work better with peers, graduate, read, and learn. 

During my first testimony I ever gave before a General Assembly Education Committee (many years ago), I related this memory: my paternal grandparents lived in southern West Virginia and my grandfather tended beef cattle on several hundred acres. My grandmother had a vegetable garden in the back yard and one morning I was helping her and saw her sprinkling granules over the soil. “What are you planting Grandma” I asked, and she began to tell me the story of fertilizer. While to my young eyes these looked like seeds, in actuality these were nutrients being added to make the crops grow stronger and healthier. 

As I told those legislators, the same results occur when we add music education to a child’s school day: the soil (the child’s brain) is being enriched to provide a more bountiful harvest. This metaphor has been substantiated by the yearly findings from the National College Boards, showing that students enrolled in music performance classes routinely produce high scores on standardized tests and college entrance exams.

However, music education isn't only about shaping the brain. It helps develop the well-rounded people we most need in our society. Studies have found that lower-income students who receive high levels of arts engagement are more civic-minded and are more likely to exercise their right to vote, do volunteer work, finish a bachelor's degree and choose a professional career path.

Music education sets the foundation for a higher quality of life and a more productive adulthood. Music gives kids the skills they need to succeed in life. It closes the achievement gap between classes that has long plagued our schools. It stimulates in kids confidence, cognitive abilities and imagination. 

The education of a child isn’t simply benefitted by just one music class; based on compelling scientific research, we can confidently say that only when music itself is completely integrated into a person can we call his or her education complete.

      Ohio’s Operating Standards for Schools states a this purpose: “to assure that all students are provided a general education of high quality,” and to create “the best learning conditions for meeting the personalized and individualized needs of each student.” OMEA believes SB241 is well-crafted and restores a curricular alignment that was lost.

Recently Governor Kasich in his State-of-the-State address spoke of adding The Arts to STEM instruction on Ohio schools. "Any student who's going to succeed later in life, including someone choosing a technical career, is going to need creative skills and know how to apply critical thinking.  Those skills are best developed by exposure to the arts. Science, technology, engineering, math and the arts; these are all essential for success in 21st century careers."
We hope you will join us in supporting SB 241. 

Thank you.

