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Dear Senator Lehner, Vice Chair Hite, Ranking Member Sawyer, and Members of the 
Senate Education Committee, 

I am a law professor at The Ohio State University, Moritz College of Law, where I teach 
the Justice for Children Clinic.  Students in my Clinic regularly represent children 
charged with delinquency and truancy in Franklin County Juvenile Court.  In nearly 
every case involving a truant child, there are underlying family issues that prevent or 
discourage the child from attending school. Forcing the child into the juvenile justice 
system is the wrong approach to solving those issues. 

I support H.B. 410 because it assists children in attending school and involves their 
families in pro-active decision making. H.B. 410 adopts nationally accepted best 
practices to support students and their families and keep students engaged in school 
and on a path to success.  

While current law requires schools to have a list of interventions to use when children 
are absent, schools are not required to provide any intervention before referring a child 
to juvenile court. H.B. 410 requires schools to notify a child’s parent, guardian, or 
custodian that the child is missing school and provide interventions. If the student 
continues to miss school, an absence intervention team, consisting of school personnel 
who know the child as well as the child’s family, meets to determine the issues and 
develop a plan to support the student in attending school.  It is only if that plan fails that 
the student can be referred to juvenile court.  

By utilizing teachers and administrators who are familiar with the student, H.B. 410 
offers support to the student, rather than punishment in the juvenile justice system. 
Moreover, H.B. 410 involves the family in the intervention and planning process. As we 
all know, families are critical to a student’s success in school.  

H.B. 410 is also important because it brings Ohio into compliance with federal law by 
threating truancy as a status offense rather than a delinquency offense. It also requires 
schools and juvenile courts to collect data on truant children in order to improve truancy 
programs.  

Finally, H.B. 410 prohibits students from being suspended or expelled for missing 
school. It is well documented that children who are suspended or expelled from school 
have a higher rate of failing to complete their high school education, are more likely to 



end up in prison, and are relegated to a life with limited earning potential. It is 
preposterous that Ohio law allows schools to exclude a child because that child has 
failed to attend school. 

The children that my students and I represent often face harsher conditions in their 
young lives than many of us can imagine.  H.B. 410 will create a safety net for these 
children by requiring intervention and support for these students. I encourage this 
Committee to support H.B. 410. 

 

 
Kimberly P. Jordan 
Director, Justice for Children Project 
Moritz College of Law 
The Ohio State University 
55 W. 12th Avenue 
Columbus OH 43210 
614/688.3657 
jordan.723@osu.edu 
 


