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Chair Lehner, Vice-Chair Hite, Ranking Member Sawyer, and members of the Senate Education
committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 410. My name is Dustin McKee and
| am the Policy Director of the National Alliance on Mental lliness (NAMI) of Ohio. NAMI Ohio works
every day to enhance the quality of life of persons with serious mental illness, and offers support and
education to their families and close friends. We work collaboratively with our network of 55 local
affiliates across Ohio to educate and support people impacted by mental illness. We also engage policy
makers and the public to raise awareness, destroy stigma and enact policies that improve the lives of
people affected by these conditions.

NAMI Ohio supports HB 410 because it seeks to give schools more tools and flexibility to reduce truancy
and increase classroom time for students without resorting to counterproductive measures, such
suspension or expulsion. As the states voice of families and people living with serious mental illnesses,
NAMI Ohio is particularly attuned to how individual factors in a student’s life, such as family discord,
food insecurity, unstable housing, and the symptoms associated with serious mental illnesses, can
impact a student’s ability to attend school on a regular basis.

NAMI Ohio believes that the provisions in this bill that emphasize early intervention, parent notification,
and school team planning, will better address the underlying issues that may be leading a student to
miss school on a regular basis. We also believe that our state should continue moving away from a zero
tolerance approach to school discipline and towards a focus on prevention and school discipline that
take a student’s individual circumstances into account while reserving out-of-school suspensions and
expulsions as last resorts.

In conclusion, NAMI Ohio urges this committee to pass HB 410. Thank you again for the opportunity to
testify before you today. | would be happy to answer any questions that you have at this time.
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NAMI Ohio Mission: To improve the quality of life, ensure dignity and respect for persons with serious mental illness, and to support their families.



