Hello, Chair Lehner, Ranking Member Sawyer, and members of the committee. Thank you for hearing me today. My name is Mary Honaker and I am the state organizing coordinator for Ohio with Students for Education Reform. Myself, and the college students attending this hearing with me, are here because we believe House Bill 410 will make great change in Ohio schools, but we are here today to ask you to take the disciplinary reform in the bill one step further. This bill will do a fabulous job of reforming truancy discipline policies in Ohio schools, but that is simply not enough- ALL discipline policies in Ohio schools need to be changed. For the past two decades, the Ohio Revised Code has forced the hand of school districts, establishing the statewide mandate of Zero Tolerance policies in schools. No matter what a child’s age or disabilities, any child can be pulled from a classroom for any disruption in any Ohio school. While these policies were started to protect students and teachers in the wake of a terrible school massacre, they are now outdated and being enforced in a way that harms students. Each year more than half of all suspensions and about a third of all expulsions are for nonviolent behavior. Even worse, per 100 students of color there are 65 disciplinary actions each year. For students with emotional disturbance, 125 suspensions occur each year per 100 students. The numbers are almost as high for students with other learning disabilities or impairments. Compare this with students with no disabilities and of Caucasian race, there are only 12 suspensions per 100 students. This trend continues down all possible demographics- race, economic status, and disabilities, even sexual orientation. Students that fall into the minority group in any of these categories face discipline at rates sometimes at high as 13 times that of their peers. (Cincinnati- disparity between black and white students)

[bookmark: _GoBack]I want to address this from a different angle. What else is inherently wrong with zero tolerance policies? You see, I am different from most of my fellow Student’s for Education Reform members. I am a Republican. I am concerned with conservative financial policies and government overreach. And zero tolerance policies violate both of these principles greatly. The higher chance a student has of being suspended or expelled, the higher chance they have of ending up in the justice system. We have all heard the facts of how much a prisoner costs- about $68 dollars a day, about $20,000 more a year than Columbus city schools pays per pupil. Take these numbers and compare them over a life time, and a student shoved into the school to prison pipeline will cost Ohio tens or even hundreds of thousands of dollars more in their lifetime than their peers who graduate. As for government overreach, the best experts on the community and environment of a district are the people of that district. If an amendment is added to House Bill 410 to change zero tolerance policies, districts will be allowed to create discipline alternatives best suited to their district, just like they will be doing to address truancy discipline if this bill is passed. You are going to hear a lot of horror stories about zero tolerance policies and truancy, and how Ohio students are suffering. But if this doesn’t convince you, I hope the finances will. New discipline programs may add cost to districts initially, but down the line our districts and state will save millions in court, prison, and social welfare costs. And, most importantly, our students will stay in school and have a better chance at a diploma, and at a successful future. 
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