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My name is Sara Liang and I want to thank you for the opportunity to provide comment. As the _____(position) at Students for Education Reform Ohio, I stand before you today on behalf of the 500 plus college students across the state who have signed on to support the work that we do through. We may attend different universities, study different subjects, and have varied beliefs, but what we all have in common is that it was only a short time ago that we left the K-12 education system. We are uniquely positioned to know the true nature of what it is like to be a student in the system, and are now able to articulate the vast experiences we took from our time in the schools. We are here today to voice our support for the addition of amendments to HB 410 that eliminate the “one-size-fits all” zero tolerance policy requirement for all districts in Ohio. We have witnessed friends and classmates receive unfair punishment. We believe students have a right to a safe and welcoming classroom and to not be removed through suspension or expulsion as a first resort. Each year more than 200,000 students are suspended or expelled in Ohio, the overwhelming majority for non-violent offenses. These are our former classmates. Students for Education Reform Ohio and the over 500 supporters we have across the state are here today as one unified voice. We are encouraging you to see the necessity of improving the discipline process for the students of Ohio. We call upon you to champion our beliefs by changing discipline policy in the state, and begin to set an example for other states to follow. Thank you for your time.
