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Hello. I would first like to thank Chair Lehner, Vice Chair Hite, and the Committee for letting me testify today on HB 410. 

I am a college student at Ohio University and a lead organizer with Students for Education Reform Ohio. I grew up in Fairfield Township and am a constituent of Senator Coley’s. I would like to discuss my personal connection to zero tolerance policies. 

I commend the legislature’s work on discipline policies in schools, but would like to see the addition of zero tolerance language more broadly. State law currently requires public schools to have a zero tolerance policy for disobedient and disruptive behavior, which is counterproductive and keeps nonviolent students out of schools. 

My half-brother, Brian Schuster, was what you might call a ‘problem child’ growing up, but he wasn’t violent in his early years. He was suspended for the first time when he was 12 years old, in fifth grade. When Brian was in elementary and middle school, he mostly got suspended for disobedience, disruptive behavior, and being "rude" to faculty members. These early suspensions left a bad taste in his mouth when it came to the education system.

Brian felt as if teachers wanted to keep him out of class because they would “not have to deal with a 'problem child.' Is it not a teacher’s responsibility to advance the learning of all students? Is it not a school district’s responsibility to keep students in school, if at all possible? Brian was not given the opportunity to correct his behavior in any effective way, and he ended up in a very bad place. 	Comment by Jonathan Hebert: Can you maybe tell us the outcome of this -- what happened to your brother as this stuff escalated. A compelling story has the set up, the "challenge" and then the "result." I found myself wanting to know the result.  I know in your op-ed you got a lot of shitty comments about him being incarcerated, but I believe that is a very important and powerful truth that shows how this discipline stuff progresses. I also think you have the communication skills to present it in a nuanced way saying "Yes he made mistakes, but that isn't the point - - the point is he was not set up for success starting back when he was 12. The schools failed to serve him" etc.

Since Brian never got a chance to correct his behavior in primary and secondary school, he never corrected his behavior. There were certainly measures in place at home to try to keep him in line, but when a school just shuts a kid in a room or makes that kid stay home while his parents are working, nothing is really being done to improve his behavior. 

Brian eventually dropped out of school and started getting in trouble outside of the public school system. He is currently serving a six year prison sentence in Ohio’s Southeast Correctional Institution. 

I’m not defending Brian’s actions in any way, but I refuse to stand aside and say that his school district had no responsibility to help him. Poor behavior is a slippery slope that needs to be cut off at the beginning. There are simple steps that can help students correct bad behavior, but the school system does not seem to have any intention of setting misbehaved students up for success. 

Zero-tolerance policies are destroying the lives of children all over the Ohio. According to the Ohio Department of Education, in the 2013-2014 school year, there were nearly 101,000 suspensions for disobedient or disruptive behavior alone. These suspensions and expulsions account for more than 50 percent of Ohio's total out-of-school discipline.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://bireports.education.ohio.gov/PublicDW/asp/Main.aspx] 


The Ohio Bar Association says, "Children who do not finish high school are highly likely to end up incarcerated in our juvenile or criminal justice systems: They are 3.5 times more likely to be arrested, and approximately 82 percent of the adult prison population is composed of high school dropouts.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.ohiobar.org/NewsAndPublications/OhioLawyer/Pages/The-school-to-prison-pipeline.aspx] 


I am a citizen of The United States. I am a citizen of Ohio. And I am a citizen of Mr. Coley’s 4th Senate District, in Butler County. I urge you, Senator Coley, and the whole committee, to address zero tolerance policies for disobedient and disruptive behavior in addition to truancy policies already addressed in this bill. 	Comment by Jonathan Hebert: If you're comfortable I think it could be powerful to speak more directly to Sen Coley, since he may be against this. Specifically if your brother was suspended from a school in his district. We can say something like - speaking to Sen Coley directly about how no more kids in your hometown should be faced with this risk and you hope he steps up to the plate. here''s an AWESOMe video example of a kid who says to the chairman "mr. chairman i think if I was your son I'd make you proud" -- very powerful tactic and it makes the senator look bad if he goes against.

Link here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMLZO-sObzQ
