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	Testimony of Melissa Wervey Arnold
HB 410
Senate Education Committee 

Chairwoman Lehner, Vice Chair Hite, Ranking Member Sawyer, and members of the Senate Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony on HB 410. 

As you know, the Ohio Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics (Ohio AAP) works to promote the health, safety and well-being of children and adolescents so they may reach their full potential. We accomplish this through advocacy, education, research, service, and systemic improvement for the children served in pediatric practices.  This legislation aligns with our efforts, particularly knowing the importance of keeping students in  a supportive school environment and how it is critical to healthy youth developments, particularly in early grades when children are establishing their relationship with school and building education foundations.

The American Academy of Pediatrics has a position statement on school discipline that I have attached to this document. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In light of this statement, the Ohio AAP is excited to offer our support of these amendments to HB 410 that would address school discipline, including reducing the use of out-of-school suspensions for all youth and particularly in grades pre-K through third grade and hope this legislation receives favorable review.  
 
If you have any questions or I can be of further assistance, please feel free to contact me.

Warmest regards,
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Melissa Wervey Arnold
Chief Executive Officer
marnold@ohioaap.org
614-846-6258
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