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Good afternoon members of the Senate Education Committee. My name is B.M. and I’m here to
talk about the school discipline pieces of HB 410.

When I was in ninth grade, I was suspended for two days for “disrespecting a teacher and
disrupting class.” Due to a lot of down time in class, the whole class would start talking with each
other. I’m the type of person who speaks up when I feel like I'm being treated unfairly. This
teacher continuously picked on my group of people when the whole class would be talking and
single us out without reason. | confronted her and asked her why she was singling us out. She
replied that she was the teacher and said that | was being disrespectful. The teacher and I talked,
but weren’t yelling or causing a huge scene. She left me alone and continued teaching the class.
When | went to my next class, she had another teacher pull me out of my class. | was taken to the
office. In the office, they told me the teacher had gone to the office and said that | was talking
back and making the classroom unsafe. | was suspended for two days for disrespect and told |
couldn’t go back to her classroom.

Being suspended felt pointless to me. When | was suspended, | stayed at home doing nothing. |
wasn’t able to make up the work. When I got back to school, I didn’t go back to class for the rest
of the year. They wouldn’t listen to my side of the story and I ended up sitting in the hallway
during that class for the rest of the year. 1 felt bored — I didn’t have anything to do for 45 minutes
while I was sitting in the hallway. That made me feel isolated because she didn’t like having me
in class. | passed the class because she had been giving me passing grades for every assignment
so [ wouldn’t have to take the class next year with her.

In the first couple of weeks of school, we were required to have school uniforms with the school
crest sewn into them. The shirts were super pricey, so it took some kids a while to save money to
get shirts. The school would suspend students for not wearing the right shirt. In this case, one of
the students wasn’t able to make up his work, so his uniform held him back from learning the first
couple of weeks of school. He tried to fix the violation by wearing a different white shirt, but kept
getting consequences.

Ohio’s laws should not use suspensions unless someone’s in danger or as a last resort after you’ve
talked to the parent, student, and have tried to resolve the problem — like through mediation.



