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Good afternoon members of the Senate Education Committee. My name is E.B. and I’m here to
talk about the school discipline pieces of HB 410.

I’ve been suspended from school about 7-10 times. My suspensions were for different things —
uniform violations, truancy, breaking up fights, or being around when things were happening.
Lots of these were for simple things you shouldn’t get suspended for. Some of my suspensions
were for 2-3 weeks at a time. The uniform at our school was khaki pants and a button up shirt.
We couldn’t wear red because they assumed it was gang related, even if you wear a button up red
shirt or there was a little red on your shoes. Our washer broke and I didn’t have any clean clothes,
so | wore red and ended up getting suspended.

For my truancy suspensions, I wasn’t going to school because I overslept. When | was truant, |
would just come late, not even miss whole days. 1 sleep really heavy and sometimes sleep through
my alarm. Everyone else in my family would be gone for school and work. 1 would get suspended
up for a week for truancy.

When I was suspended, I slept in or watched TV. I felt mad because I wasn’t learning and was
stuck at home. Students who are suspended don’t think about education they think about fun. It
made me not like the school and lose respect for school because | felt like I was suspended for the
wrong reasons. [ didn’t attend school for a whole year — | got expelled and my mom never had
time to put me in a new school. During that year, | sat around being bored. | wanted to go to
school, but didn’t know how to get myself back in.

School is there for learning. You don’t learn anything when you’re at home. [ wasn’t able to make
up my work and in most of my classes I was behind. Most of the classes I’ve failed were because
I missed school while I was suspended. People can’t afford to lose their education. People need
education to get through life, get a good job, be successful and accomplish your dreams. Getting
suspended gets in the way of that because you can’t get an education and it gets you on the wrong
track. If students get suspended for truancy, they’re not learning while they’re suspended.

Now I’m back in school. I’ve found a way to get the education I want and need. I like going to
school. I learn things I need to know to get through life. The school I go to, they teach you how
to do job interviews and the whole process to get a job. | have a mentor who helps me with
problems. There’s a pretty easy dress code and we don’t have to wear a uniform. I’ve only seen
people get suspended for fights, not truancy.

Schools should do more in-school suspensions and use out-of-school suspensions with something
major, like getting in a fight or bringing a gun to school. I think most kids want to get an education
— at least a high school diploma — and they have to if they want to get through life.



