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Good afternoon. | am here today to talk about getting suspended from school.

Last year | got suspended over 10 times for fighting, arguing with the teachers, and playing around
too much. Some of the fights were about stupid stuff like girls. Some of the fights would be about
basketball. One time I was playing 2-on-2 basketball in the gym. | swatted a ball in a rough way
and the other boy fell down. He went in the locker room. His friend came up to me and was
asking why I hit him. | backed up and he kept coming toward me, so | threw the ball at him. We
started fighting. | got suspended.

I felt like I had to fight because there were some people who didn’t like me or we had problems
with each other. People tried to help me figure out my problems. It worked a little bit. What
would’ve helped me was keeping some things I say to myself. Every teacher in the school wrote
me up. [ reacted the wrong way and I shouldn’t have done it. I could’ve walked away, but I felt
like I couldn’t. I care what people say to me because it can make me feel bad.

Getting suspended made me feel like 1 was missing things | was supposed to know. | wanted to
go back to school to try to get my grades up and get a new start. | tried to stay away from the
people who didn’t like me. My grades were bad because | was missing school. Most of the time
| had to do assignments and to sit at home for days.

I’'m going to a new school and there’s people there that I don’t know. That can make a big
difference. I could make new friends and avoid enemies. I haven’t been suspended this year.
Laws about suspensions should be changed to say if it’s nothing serious we shouldn’t get
suspended. 1 think people should get suspended when they bring weapons to school and when
they get in fights. Sometimes people who get in fights regret what they did. | regret what | did.



