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Good afternoon. I’m here to talk about school discipline. I’m in the fifth grade.

When I was 10 years old I got suspended for insubordination, talking back, not listening, and being
disrespectful. 1 got suspended for 3-4 days or sometimes 4-5 days. | would talk too much in school
and I wouldn’t pull a card when the teacher told me to. When you pull a card, it means you have
done something wrong. When the teacher told me to do something, I would want to tell her my
side of the story. I would feel mad because it felt like my teacher didn’t want to listen to what I
had to say.

When | was suspended, | went home, helped my mom, and read and wrote. | would write for
hours. I would look up words that I didn’t understand in the dictionary and do flash cards and
math cards until | went back to school. | felt mad when | was home because I didn’t have anything
to do. I didn’t want to go back to school because I knew my teacher wouldn’t help me with

anything.

I’d miss a lot of work when I was suspended. When I came back to school, I was all alone and
trying to do work I didn’t know how to do. It made me feel frustrated because the teacher wasn’t
helping me. | had lower grades because | got straight zeroes if [ wasn’t there for the lesson. I was
mad at the teacher who was suspended me because it hurt my feelings and I didn’t want to talk to
her any more. She never tried to talk to me outside of class.

I’m not getting in trouble this year because I wanted to start over again. I’m trying to reach honor
roll and get citizenship certificates for music, art, and phys ed. The law should not suspend kids
for not listening or arguing. Everybody argues once in a while and things happen. Kids should be
in the classroom getting taught by the teacher and learning.



