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Thank you Chairwoman Lehner for the opportunity to provide comment in support of House Bill 410. In the next couple minutes, I’ll be urging the Committee to include an amendment to eliminate Zero Tolerance Policies for non violent offenses.

My name is Nicole Marcus and I’m a student at Ohio State University. Earlier this year, I joined the Ohio State chapter of Students for Education Reform, with whom I am here today. Across the state of Ohio, we represent over 500 college students who believe in reforming the state’s discipline code.

I am originally from the Chicago suburbs and in high school, I worked with the Illinois State Board of Education and saw firsthand how statewide policies can shape the lives of students. Just last year, my home state of Illinois passed statewide discipline reform that eliminated Zero Tolerance Policies altogether with support from Republican Governor Bruce Rauner. Now I am a proud Ohio Voter in Senate District 15 and am calling for Ohio to make a similar commitment as my home state. 

As we speak, Ohio students continue to be removed from the classroom for non-violent offenses including missed school days without real attempts to address the root causes of discipline issues. The truancy task force proposed in House Bill 410 is a huge step in the right direction, but more can be done to curb the excessive use of suspension and expulsion for non-violent offenses. Ohio is systematically pushing kids out of classrooms for behavioral problems that do not pose a threat to the safety of staff or students. Because of this, kids lose thousands of instructional hours and cost the state large sums of taxpayer dollars. Each year over 200,000 students are suspended or expelled from Ohio schools. Without action on this issue before the end of this legislative session we are on the path to repeating this expensive and unjust practice. 

The moral case is clear. Students who have been suspended are more likely to drop out of school and those students who drop out of school are three times more likely to be incarcerated. Clearly Zero Tolerance Policies are in opposition to the goal of educating Ohio’s future. These students need help addressing the issues behind their offense rather than simply being suspended or expelled. They need to know that their teachers and the school system are there to help and educate them, not send them out of school. We cannot allow these policies to continue. 

I am calling on the Committee here today to ground itself in the urgency of this issue. Children need to be pulled in, not pushed out of class. The Senate Committee has the obligation to keep kids in schools by eliminating Zero Tolerance Policies like my home state of Illinois has done.

On behalf of the hundreds of college students across Ohio that Students for Education Reform represents, I ask you to take action on Ohio’s truancy and disciplinary policies. Ohio students need a school system that works to keep them in school not out of it. They can not wait another year.
