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[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairperson Lehner, Vice-Chair Hite, Ranking Member Sawyer, and members of the Ohio Senate Education Committee, my name is Jeff Brown, the Superintendent of Granville Exempted Village School District. I am here representing the Alliance for High Quality Education.  The Alliance consists of 70 high performing school districts across the State of Ohio.  Thank you for the opportunity to offer interested party testimony on Amended Substitute House Bill 410, the habitual/chronic truancy and compulsory school attendance bill for Ohio.  

This evening I would like to start by highlighting the importance of regular attendance in maximizing the educational opportunities for our students. Most districts are diligent in attempting to address habitual absenteeism currently. Therefore, we agree with the intent of the legislation, including the provision that prohibits expulsion as a remedy for truancy and that provision’s removal from zero tolerance policies.

However, many districts are already meeting the goals of H.B. 410.  These districts have proven systems in place, good working relationships with juvenile courts, and maintain acceptable, low rates of absenteeism.  H.B 410 would cause replacement of these effective programs with a new system that, in many instances, would not yield improvement but would place additional burdens on districts, such as requiring additional reporting to the Ohio Department of Education. 

The issue highlighted above can be addressed through more flexible language, recognizing that the goal of reducing absenteeism, which everyone would like to accomplish, is best achieved through different approaches in different districts. Districts already maintaining an absenteeism rate at or below a certain level should be allowed to continue their current systems, rather than be required to adopt a new one that would add to district costs while providing no additional benefit for students. It may also be appropriate to link the bill’s provisions and requirements to the school improvement process, since many districts involved in that process have consistently high rates of absenteeism. This could provide additional resources for those districts that are struggling with this issue. We also suggest that the absentee rate apply only to unexcused absences and that the truancy factor included in the Local Report Card reflect only unexcused absences.

The suggestions I have outlined here would help address the issue of excess absenteeism in districts where the problems are most prevalent without impacting districts that already achieve low rates of absenteeism.  Avoiding the “one size fits all” approach, which unfortunately is all too common in legislation governing school districts, would help achieve the goals of H.B. 410 in the most efficient and effective manner.

Chairperson Lehner, again thank you for the opportunity to appear today.  I would be happy to answer any questions committee members might have.
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