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WRITTEN TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF AM. SUB. HB 64

Chair Hite and Vice Chair Sawyer, my name is Sharon McDermott and I am Superintendent of the Franklin Local School District in Muskingum County, and I wish to thank you for this opportunity to offer written testimony in support of Amended Substitute House Bill 64, as approved by the Ohio House of Representatives. Specifically, I wish to address how the House version impacts our school district.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As a poor rural (ODE typology) district, Franklin Local School District has 2100 students in a 200 square mile geographic area.  57% of our students are on free and reduced lunch.  We have made gains despite cuts in staff and flat state funding.  

Some of our successes include:
· Our report card achievement indicator percentages have increased and we have maintained an “A” in Progress as the Overall group has made value added gains.  
· As part of the Ohio Appalachian Collaborative that received a Straight A Grant, we have implemented a schoolwide iPad project at our junior high school that the USDOE has noticed and is recognizing the principal for innovative technology use!  That particular school is also a High Progress School of Honor.  
· We have closed the achievement gap and are no longer in District Improvement!

We have also made cuts over the last few years.
· We have consolidated grades 7 and 8 into one building, closed an elementary school to consolidate K-6 into one school.  
· We’ve eliminated over 20 employees.  
· We’ve eliminated programs – OWA, Family and Consumer Sciences, one foreign language, full time library personnel.  
· We have consolidated bus routes as our buses travel 2600 miles per day.

The Amended Substitute House Bill 64 has allowed Franklin Local School to not have an increase or a decrease in funding.  We can work with flat funding as part of our five year forecast.  The first version of the budget bill had Franklin Local losing about $200,000 each year; that would have been a huge hit on the district.  

Chair Hite, thank you for the opportunity to offer this written testimony, and I urge the subcommittee to adopt the House version of Amended Substitute House Bill 64.

Sincerely,
[image: ]
Sharon McDermott, Superintendent
Franklin Local School District
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