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WRITTEN TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF AM. SUB. HB 64

Chair Hite and Vice Chair Sawyer, my name is Ken Amstutz, and I am Superintendent of the Van Wert City School District in Van Wert County, and I wish to thank you for this opportunity to offer written testimony in support of Amended Substitute House Bill 64, as approved by the Ohio House of Representatives. Specifically, I wish to address how the House version impacts our school district.
The Van Wert City School District has approximately 2,100 students and 260 total staff members that are housed in five buildings.  Overall, the district has 55% of students on free or reduced priced lunches and nearly 20% of students are on IEP’s.   
Over the past 5 years we have eliminated more than 20 staff positions (teaching and non-teaching).  We have worked very hard to keep our educational integrity intact by eliminating only elective course offerings; however, it has become increasingly more difficult as our revenue stream has become more limited.   Additionally, the staff has received little or no additional financial compensation during this time.  To their credit, all staff members have continued to provide our students with the quality educational opportunities they deserve in spite of the increased demands from testing and the Ohio Content Standards. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The economic downturn of a few years ago dramatically affected the financial status of the Van Wert City School District and resulted in the General Fund Balance on June 30, 2010 of $6.3M going down to $2.8M on June 30, 2014.  The VWCS has been in deficit spending each of the past 5 years.   The General Fund loss can be attributed primarily to less revenue from our 1% Income Tax, the considerable loss of Tangible Personal Property Tax and the unfunded mandates of OTES, CCSS and RESA.  For the first time in 5 years it looks as FY 15 will end close to the breakeven point on June 30, 2015.  House Bill 64 would allow us to continue this trend as well as enable the VWCS to restore and expand upon the many great programs we are offering.  
The Governor’s Biennium Proposal would give the VWCS considerably more financial support (approximately $750K over the biennium) than Amended Substitute House Bill 64; however, the VWCS believes that all children in Ohio should receive the best educational opportunities.  Furthermore, we believe that no school district should receive a decrease in state funding and our loss would benefit other schools districts in need.  To this end, I am in support of Amended Substitute House Bill 64.
Chair Hite and Vice Chair Sawyer, thank you for the opportunity to offer this written testimony, and I urge the subcommittee to adopt the House version of Amended Substitute House Bill 64.

