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Chairman Oelslager, Vice Chair Coley, Ranking Member Skindell and members of the Finance Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present this report from the Finance Corrections Subcommittee hearings. I’d like to start by thanking Senator Uecker for his leadership on the committee. I found the hearings to be informative and helpful as we craft policy in the Senate to continue moving Ohio forward.
I’d like to focus on the Senate Democratic Caucus priorities which stem from the agencies and constituents who brought issues before the Corrections Subcommittee. Broadly, these priorities fall under three main categories: protecting the health of Ohioans through responsible and effective environmental stewardship; increasing the safety and security of Ohioans through investing in law enforcement training; and focusing on the wellbeing of Ohioans by investing in community based interventions and improving mental health and addiction services in the corrections system.
In the area of environmental stewardship, a major focus of the committee was on water quality issues stemming from nutrient runoff in Northwest Ohio. This is of particular interest to me and my district after toxic algae blooms made water undrinkable for half a million residents in the Toledo metro area last summer. 
Our caucus will be putting forward amendments focused on protecting water quality in the Western Lake Erie basin and throughout the state. In particular, we support increased and targeted funding for the Healthy Lake Erie Program as well as increased funding to Soil and Water Conservation Districts. We believe these investments are vital to keeping our drinking water clean and safe.
The other major area of focus under the environment and the Department of Natural Resources was oil and gas regulations. Our caucus supports restoring provisions in the executive budget which increase penalties for violations of current law, institute background checks for workers, and provide timely and accurate chemical disclosure information in emergencies. Our caucus has put forward additional amendments in the area of oil and gas which I hope this committee will have the opportunity to thoroughly review.  
Another priority area for my caucus is improving the relationship between law enforcement agencies and the communities they serve. We are proposing a significant and meaningful funding increase to the state’s investment in peace officer training with a focus on de-escalation techniques, crisis intervention, mental health and special condition response and cultural sensitivity. We are also putting forward amendments which will require diversity on Attorney General's Ohio Peace Officer Training Commission which accurately reflects all of Ohio’s communities.
Under the Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections, our caucus supports Director Mohr’s efforts to reduce recidivism by increasing mental health and addiction services in the corrections system and connecting those services to the community through their collaboration with Director Plouck and the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services. In particular, we support restoring $6 million in funding for medical services for the department which was removed in the House.
We are concerned by provisions which impact collective bargaining rights for corrections employees and hope the committee will accept our amendments to address these concerns.
Our caucus is also proposing amendments which will increase funding for Ohio’s Rape Crisis Centers which we believe will bring our state more in line with the resources provided by other states in the Midwest region. This increase will allow these services to be improved and expanded into the counties where women do not currently have these resources available to them.
Finally, I want to express our Caucus’ strong support for the budget requests put forward by the Office of the Public Defender. I know this is an area in which Senator Uecker has put forward a tremendous amount of effort and once again, our caucus supports these funding and policy reforms.
Chairman Oelslager, thank you again for the opportunity to present this report. I am happy to answer any questions.
