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Chairman Oelslager and members of the Senate Finance Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today.   

I will briefly explain why I support an opportunity in the budget to positively impact patients in the state of Ohio. My name is Michael Roizen, and I am Chief Wellness Officer for the Cleveland Clinic. 
Tobacco use remains the single largest preventable cause of disease and premature death. Smoking increases the risk of heart disease and stroke by two to four times. Each year, tobacco claims the lives of 20,200 Ohioans and costs us $5.6 billion in health care expenditures. 

Unfortunately, Ohio is on the wrong path when it comes to tobacco use. Almost 1 in 4 Ohioans are smokers. At a time when the national rate is decreasing, Ohio’s rate of smoking is increasing. We must turn the tide on this issue. 

We recently celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the Surgeon General’s first report on smoking; while the strides made are impressive, they’re not enough. In Ohio alone, more than 1 in 5 high school students currently smoke, and 11,900 more will become daily smokers this year.

Big tobacco continues its efforts to entice new generations to take up tobacco. The industry spends more than $1 million per hour – that’s $8.8 billion annually – on the marketing of its products. Ad campaigns with the likes of Joe Camel have been replaced with popular, sweet-flavored cigars and e-cigarettes to target younger generations.

We hope lawmakers will not allow this to continue. We owe it to our children and the generations that follow to provide a healthy, tobacco-free country. Our health, and the economic health of our nation, depends on it.

Increasing tobacco taxes in one of the most effective ways—if not the most effective way—to reduce smoking rates.  It has been ten years since Ohio raised its cigarette tax. And, the tax rate on other tobacco products has never been increased. It comes as no surprise that we currently have the 8th highest smoking rate in the country.   

We have the opportunity in this state budget to turn these numbers around and move Ohio in the right direction.  We are asking you to:

· Increase the cigarette tax by $1.00 per pack. A $1.00 increase in the cigarette tax will reduce Ohio’s youth smoking rate by 12% and will cause more than 73,100 Ohioans to quit smoking. 

· Match the Other Tobacco Products (OTP) tax to the cigarette tax. Currently, the OTP tax rate is set at 17% of the wholesale price, less than half the tax on cigarettes, and has never been increased. Raising the OTP tax will help ensure that kids don’t turn to these products because they are cheaper. 
I am confident that these changes will result in better health for all Ohioans. Thank you again for the opportunity to testify. I am happy to answer any questions.
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