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June 9, 2015
Senate Finance Committee

1 Capitol Square
Columbus, OH 43215
Good Morning Chairman Oelslager, Vice Chair Coley and Ranking Minority Member Skindell and members of the Senate Finance Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today. My name is Sarah Ormbrek and I serve as Agency Relations Director of the Shared Harvest Foodbank, which serves Butler, Darke, Miami, Preble and Warren counties.

 In 2014 we distributed over 7.4 million pounds of food to 156,000 families through our network of 70 partner agencies – this represents a 49% increase in need since the great recession.  The Ohio Food Program (OFP) and the Agriculture Clearance Program (ACP) represents 23% of the pounds of food we distribute providing fresh Ohio grown produce and agricultural products, through ACP, while OFP allows us to purchase shelf stable foods to fill out what we are not receiving in donations from the food industry.  I would like to take a few minutes to talk to you about the agencies and people who will benefit most by the increased availability of nutritious foods.  

Agencies like Faith Community United Methodist Church Pantry in West Chester served over 2700 families with 61,113 lbs. of food, with more than half of that from the Ohio Food Purchase and Agriculture Clearance Program. Or New Path in Tipp City serving over 6100 families with 167,387 lbs. of food, with 20% of that coming from the very programs I am asking you to support. In Greenville, Grace Ressurection Community Center served almost 5,000 families with 207,585 lbs. of food, again 20% of the food they give to families in need comes from decisions you will make here.  Even our smaller partner agencies benefit: New Paris Community Pantry in Preble County served over 900 families with 5,149 lbs. of food, with nearly 15% coming from these state supported programs that provide a much needed variety of healthful foods.  

86% of clients utilizing pantries in the five counties we serve admitted to purchasing inexpensive and unhealthy food in order to stretch their grocery buying power and 49% indicated that there is not enough fresh fruits and vegetables to meet their needs at our pantries. People like Glen, a single father who lost his job back in December. Glen visits their neighborhood pantry in order to ensure that his daughter always has enough to eat when he finds himself personally having to skip meals in order to make ends meet.  Then there is Augustine, who just recently became the guardian of her 7 grandchildren, all under the age of 12; a guardianship that was sudden and unplanned. Finally there is Mike and his fiancé who live together with 5 children. Mike lays carpet for a living but work is not always steady.   If Mike could say anything to a legislator he would want to tell them to work to keep food pantries stocked because families are struggling during these times which are not improving for everyone. “Everyone has got to eat. They take really good care of us here. They always have fresh produce and they stock us up really well.”

I’m requesting your support of an amendment to provide $2.75 million per year in support of Ohio Food Purchase and Agricultural Clearance Program. This is a modest and humble request representing $0.83 cents per person, per month served by the statewide network of 12 foodbanks and 3,300 agencies. 

Thank you and I would be pleased to answer any questions you may have.
5901 Dixie Highway | Fairfield | Ohio | 45014-4207 | Voice: 800.352.3663 | Fax: 513.874.0152 | www.sharedharvest.org
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Hunger is not a choice…  Giving is
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