
I am strongly urging that the Ohio Senate retain the amendments to HB 64 (HC 1842, HC 2329) and increase real funding for the Ohio disabled. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]My name is Mike Odioso. My daughter Audrey suddenly passed away Friday evening at Safe Haven Farms where she resided and received Medicaid I/O Waivers services. She had just spent another miraculous day as a Butler County, Madison Township Farmer-rising with the sun, doing chores, enjoying nature and participating in other day hab activities with her peers, service providers and outside visitors. Safe Haven Farms and it day hab service provider Bitter Sweet Farms designed living/ work spaces and experiences that best met her specials needs- autism (lower spectrum), MR, and she suffered from debilitating behavioral issues. The day hab services may not be the best fit for the higher functioning members of the disabled community and I totally support Employment First’s call to integrate them in the community. But my daughter could not safely function in some bureaucrats’ figment of a least restrictive environment. To require her to do so would have been utterly reckless.
Recently some advocacy groups for the disabled issued an urgent warning to its members to immediately contact Ohio State Senators and demand that House amendments (save the “Grand ICF Compromise”) to HB 64 be stricken and the original Office of Health Transformation Budget’s (OHT) for Ohio’s disabled be reinstated in the Senate. After a careful and difficult investigation, I am urging that the Senate reject their overgeneralized lobbying. Their published arguments are based on vague emotional threats, and when pushed, distracting statistical arguments that discount the broader will of the entire disabled community. In particular, the advocacy groups fail to recognize the important input of legal guardians and parents of the disabled, especially those with low cognitive (and physical) abilities. 
I also desperately want more I/O waivers to be funded! But I reject the zero sum gain argument that desperately needed waiver funding must come from monies saved by the immediate (or intentionally gradual) closures of developmental facilities, sheltered work-shops and day hab centers  The House heard our pleas (and others whose loved ones function on similar levels) and enacted amendments which stopped these immediate (and slow death) closures.* The House correctly perceived that the lower functioning disabled and their guardians/parents love these settings and that a forced migration into the community is unsafe and will lead to even further isolation for those who remain in these settings as they are “wound down.”  The House also correctly heard our strong objections to attempts by the DRO (who did not represent Audrey’s interests!) to dilute (or eliminate) guardians and parental rights, particularly in areas of determining their loved one’s choices. It seems to me that the DRO (and some members of OHT) want to arrogantly replace our best judgments with the U.S. DHHS/Justice Department Leaderships’ radical distortions of the Olmstead Decision-even though the Department Secretaries are likely to be  replaced in less than a year and a half. The House correctly rejected the DRO’s roving threats to sue the State of Ohio, and specifically inserted language into the Disabled Bill of Rights that categorically reinforces the Probate Court’s specific conferral of guardians and parental powers to make informed decisions for their loved ones. 

I advocate a simple win-win solution for the entire Disabled Community. The Senate should retain the House amendment’s protections for ICFs, developmental centers, sheltered work-shops, day habs and legal guardians/parents and then fund real increases to the State Budgets for the disabled. Audrey suddenly passed away due to an undiagnosed heart condition, surrounded by peers, and loving care givers who provided a safe environment, companionship, trips into the surrounding area and meaningful work as an Ohio farmer. Shoving lower functioning disabled Ohio citizens like Audrey “into the community” for work in order to fulfill an arrogant Washington (or OHT) decree and to “fund” I/O waiver “increases” is diagnosed heartlessness. 
Sincerely
Michael M. Odioso, J.D., M.Ed.Ohio Attorney Registration Number: 40240 
Father of Audrey Odioso, recently deceased resident of Safe Haven Farms
Cell Phone: (513) 560-0163

 *Federal CMS Conflict of Interest “guidance” should also be rejected
Federal CMS “guidance” that says that the County DODD Boards can’t provide both case management and services should also be rejected-especially if the original OHT fee structures and supervision ratios are reinstated. Otherwise, county sheltered workshops will gradually close across Ohio due to this financial /regulatory strangulation.
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