Rae Raisbeck
Springfield, OH

Testimony for Ohio Senate Finance Committee
June 11, 2015

	I want to speak about the additions that have been made to the Developmentally Disabled Bill of Rights (DDBR) in H.B. 64.
	It is my understanding that some high functioning self-guardians object to these changes.  I think it is possible that they have misinterpreted the directives.  It is not mandated that parents or guardians be included, only an option.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	My son’s disability is, High Functioning Autism.  He is a self-guardian and has lived independently for 15 years.  He can read and write and is capable of living independently with financial assistance.  He cannot earn enough money to support himself (has never earned more than the minimum wage and has never worked full-time).  He prefers to work in a sheltered workplace because the environment is structured with few distractions.  
	With the current focus on “person-centered planning” and “self- determination” in vocational planning, it is important that the (DDBR) include parents and guardians.  They are aware of the physical and emotional limitations that will prevent their child/ward from performing adequately.
	The new bill addition states that a Developmentally Disabled person may choose to live in a large facility.  Without this addition, disabled adults would not be allowed to live in a group home with more than three other individuals.  My son has lived in several large group homes.  He did not like them because he craves privacy, but I think group homes are preferable to independent apartment living.  In a group home activities are structured, everyone has chores, the individual’s health is monitored, and most importantly, there are regular, nutritional meals.
	The (DDBR) states that a disabled person has the right to choose an advocate.  This is not likely to happen.  Our Developmentally Disabled adults are easily led.  They will follow any person in authority and believe what they are told even if it’s not true.  Parents, guardians, and caregivers must be their advocates.
	

	
