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House Bill 64-Biennial Budget Bill-Pending in Senate Finance
Testimony Specific to Section 515.80 and Section 4725.03 (A)-Provisions to Abolish the Ohio Optical Dispensers Board and Transfer its Duties to the State Board of Optometry
June 11, 2015
Chairman Oelslager, Vice-Chairman Coley, Ranking Minority Member Skindell and members of the Senate Finance Committee, my name is Mark Glasper and I am the Executive Director of the Opticians Association of Ohio.  I am here to testify in opposition to provisions in the Senate version of House Bill 64 to abolish the Ohio Optical Dispensers Board and transfer its duties to the State Board of Optometry.  Opticians are licensed health professionals who fit eyeglasses or contact lenses using prescriptions written by ophthalmologists and optometrists.  They interpret prescriptions, educate the patient on the use and care of the product and adhere to safe practice standards.  They are currently regulated by the Optical Dispensers Board, which has been funded solely through licensure and registration fees since 1979.  The licensure fee for opticians is $50 for initial license and $100 for renewal license, which is competitive with other states.
We oppose the elimination of the Optical Dispensers Board and its absorption into the State Board of Optometry for several reasons:
1. Opticians are licensed independent professionals and work with retailers, optometrists and ophthalmologists.  Opticians are not dependent practitioners with optometrists.  
2. No other state in the country has delegated licensure of opticians to its State Board of Optometry.  
3. According to 2014 Annual Reports, the Optical Dispensers Board regulates 3,159 opticians and registers 1,167 optician apprentices.  In contrast, the State Board of Optometry regulates 2,245 optometrists.  Yet, the newly comprised Board proposes 6 optometrists, 2 opticians and 1 consumer member.  The board lacks balance and has minimal optician presence and no ophthalmology presence to regulate optician practice.
4. The Optical Dispensers Board maintains efficiency by utilizing an online license renewal system for both licensees and apprentices, boasting a 98% online renewal rate for opticians.
For these reasons, we respectfully request the Senate restore the Optical Dispensers Board as the regulatory body to license Ohio opticians and appropriately protect the public.  

In the alternative, at a minimum, we strongly urge the Senate to reconfigure the Board.  So that the new Board appropriately lets the public know its regulatory nature, we recommend renaming it the Ohio Vision Board and request a balanced Board of 4 optometrists, 4 opticians, two of whom must be dually licensed opticians, and 1 consumer member.  We also support including an ophthalmology presence to address important practice regulatory issues for opticians, such as an ophthalmology advisory committee to the new Board.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Without significant change, the Board as proposed in the Senate version significantly lacks a regulatory presence for opticians in Ohio, which could have a negative impact on appropriately protecting the public.

Thank you and I would be happy to answer any questions you may have.
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