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Chairman Coley and members of the committee, thank you for allowing me to testify today on Senate Bill 213. 

  

In government, we have the tendency to over regulate business. That, in my opinion, is exactly what we 

have done in the case of the cosmetology industry in Ohio.  This legislation seeks to strike a balance between 

protecting the interests of those in the cosmetology field from government overreach, and protecting the general 

public from legitimate safety concerns.  SB 213 seeks to accomplish this by reducing the regulatory burden on 

Ohio’s cosmetology professionals while at the same time, bolstering the ability of Ohioans to report possible 

violations for investigation. The following common sense changes are included in the legislation: 

 

1. Removes the only state mandate in the U.S. telling salon owners who can manage their business – Ohio 

is the only state in the nation that requires licensees, who have already taken up to 1500 hours of training 

for a basic license, to go through between 100 – 300 hours of additional training before being permitted 

to work alone in or “manage” a salon. The manager’s license provides no additional marketable skills 

outside of Ohio and serves as barrier for individuals outside the state wanting to work in Ohio salons.  SB 

213 replaces the manager license with a voluntary advanced license.  The advanced license would not be 

mandatory to provide services in Ohio; however, replacing the manager license with an advanced 

licensure program preserves existing licensees’ investment in the previously mandated, higher level of 

education.  

2. Shifts the focus of inspections to immediate safety concerns – This bill makes two significant changes to 

the inspection process.  First, it simplifies the process for a consumer to file complaints or report safety 

concerns by requiring the Cosmetology Board to establish an 800 number and e-mail for that purpose. 

Second, this bill grants the board the time to investigate issues by building on the current salon inspection 

practices.  Currently, salons are inspected about once about 12-18 months. SB 213 extends this to once 
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every two years. This should provide the board with sufficient flexibility to inspect all of Ohio’s salons and 

respond to any immediate safety concerns raised by the public.   

3. Makes existing continuing education requirements meaningful – Under current law, cosmetology 

professionals can be required by the cosmetology board to take up to eight hours of continuing education 

biannually.  This bill makes those requirements more meaningful by stating that two of those hours must 

focus on safety and sanitation, and one hour on law and rule updates.   

4. Fights to reduce human trafficking in Ohio – For some time now, Ohio has been seeking new ways to 

combat human trafficking.   SB 213 contains provisions that support that effort.  It encourages the 

cosmetology board to continue its current practice of requiring a portion of the biannual continuing 

education to include information on human trafficking.  Additionally, it implements identification, and 

proof of residency requirements to ensure beauty industry professionals are lawfully in Ohio and the U.S. 

5. Increases transparency – Currently, the Board of Cosmetology only tracks and reports on aggregate 

information regarding salons, schools of cosmetology and licensees while other states provide much more 

detail to the public. This provision would require the Board to track and develop a more comprehensive 

report that provides the public, Governor, and members in the House and Senate factual information 

regarding Board operations, salons, licensees, and both public and private schools throughout Ohio. This 

additional information will help the Board better understand industry trends, identify areas needing 

attention, assist lawmakers in staying informed of Board operations, and guide the public in making 

informed decisions when choosing a school or a salon. 

6. Amplifies workplace readiness for public school graduates – Under current law, public school students 

who have earned licensure in a branch of cosmetology are not permitted to continue to practice in their 

school clinic up to graduation. SB 213 corrects this provision and allows public school students to remain 

in school through their graduation, thus allowing them to finish their education before moving fully into 

the workforce. 

7. Reduce red tape on small business – It has long been known that most government regulations have a 

negative impact on businesses and jobs. Occupational licensure is no exception.  Typically, such regulation 

serves more as a barrier to entry into the field being regulated than as an effective means to protect the 

consumer.  On the spectrum of policy mechanisms designed to protect the public from bad actors, 

licensing is the most blunt and restrictive, both for entrepreneurs and the consumer. This provision of SB 

213 works to reduce the regulatory burden on the growing boutique services industry.  In areas like 

braiding, threading, and eye lash extensions, this legislation moves away from a stringent licensure 

structure to a more common sense registration system.  We go a step further by allowing the Ohio State 

Board of Cosmetology to expand the list of cosmetology practices that fall under boutique services, thus 

ensuring that the state has as light a touch as possible on these expanding fields, while at the same time, 

placing the needed consumer protections.   



In summary, SB 213 works to streamline the consumer reporting process, increase transparency, better prepare 

our students for the workforce, and prevent bureaucratic red tape from placing unnecessary burdens on Ohio’s 

salons, cosmetology professionals, small business owners, and job creators.   

 

I want to thank my joint sponsor, Senator Tavares, for working with me on this issue and I want to thank the House 

sponsors, Representatives Roegner and Reece, for taking up the torch in the other chamber. 

 

Mr. Chairman, Thank you again for allowing me to testify and I will be willing to answer any questions. 


