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Chairman Coley, Ranking Member Yuko and members of the Senate Government 

Oversight and Reform Committee: 

 

My name is Joe Levy and I am scientific advisor for the American Suntanning 

Association (ASA).  ASA is a trade organization comprised of tanning salon 

owners around the country, and is the largest paid membership organization for 

salons in the state of Ohio. Our mission is to provide science-based information on 

suntanning to both our members and policy makers.  In doing so, it is our goal to 

elevate the conversation amongst policy makers as it relates to our industry and 

improve professionalism amongst our members. 

 

I am here today to offer our association’s support for SB 213, legislation that 

makes numerous changes to the operations of the Ohio Board of Cosmetology.  

Included in these changes is a provision adding a seat to the board that is to be 

occupied by an individual who owns or manages a tanning salon.  This is a 

welcome change that is long overdue. 

 

While members of our association enjoy a strong relationship with our regulating 

entity, we currently have no representation on that board.  Because the board is 

tasked with writing rules and regulations that govern our operations, having the 

expertise of our industry represented on it makes perfect sense. In making this 

change, the legislature will assure that the interests and positions of the tanning 

industry are present on its regulating body. 

 

ASA has a proven track record of working constructively with boards of 

cosmetology nationwide. We’ve helped boards draft rules, clarify rules, improve 

procedures and a member of our national board currently sits on the Kansas Board 

of Cosmetology. 

 

In conclusion, ASA wholeheartedly endorses this statutory change and stands 

ready to assist both the legislature and the Board of Cosmetology to assure its 

passage. 

 

 


