BEFORE THE SENATE GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT AND REFORM COMMITTEE
NOVEMBER 18, 2015
SENATE BILL 204

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko, and members of the committee, I am Ric Oxender  and am submitting testimony today on behalf of the Ohio Conference of AAA Clubs.  The Ohio Conference is comprised of the seven AAA Clubs in Ohio and represents over 2 million Ohio motorists.  I regret that I cannot be in attendance today, but would  like to submit the following:

We are in support of SB204.  AAA has long felt that the suspension of one’s driver’s license should only be imposed for offenses committed while operating a motor vehicle.  

There are other instances where suspension of an operator’s license is imposed for convictions of ORC sections that have nothing to do with operating a motor vehicle.  Failure to pay child support is just one example.  When we take away a person’s privilege to drive, we threaten their ability to hold a job, seek a job, and fulfill family obligations.  Oft times, this makes no sense and has no relevancy to the crime the person is convicted of.

While this bill removes the mandatory suspension for specified drug-related offenses, it still does permit the court to impose a suspension of up to five years.  While we would prefer this provision not be included the proposed legislation is still better than a mandatory suspension.  

We urge the committee to favorably recommend SB204.

Thank you.
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Thankyon.



