Opposition Testimony on Senate Bill 213
Before the Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee
And
House Bill 227
Before the House Government Accountability and Oversight Committee

Date: November 23, 2015

Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko and members of the Senate Government
Oversight and Reform Committee and Chairman Brown, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Clyde
and members of the House Government Accountability and Oversight Committee:

My name is Melissa Neal and | am writing to OPPOSE 5B 213 and HB 227.

| have been a licensed Cosmetology Manager & Cosmetology Instructor in the State of Ohio for 6
years and | have been employed as such continuously since that time. | have been employed by
Salon Schools Group at The Spa School, 5050 North High Street, Columbus since April of 2015. At
The Spa School we train cosmetologists, estheticians, and nail techs. Almost every student
graduates with their managing license. | am proud of the education we provide.

The efforts that go into training a student to become a professional cannot be replaced by a working
salon cosmetologist through apprenticeship. They have many responsibilities in running a small
business, and this will be an unnecessary burden they have no idea is coming at them. Have working
cosmetologists been polled to learn if they are in favor of this massive change to their business? This
may work for large chains with hundreds of employees, but that type of salon is very much in the
minority.

Taking the education out of a license and setting a lower standard to be met, discredits all of the
educated professionals who strive to be the best. Education is the beginning of being the best. As
educators Wwe set the bar high for our students, and students are proud to have met these goals.

Additionally, passing HB227 and SB 213 will allow people who have not met these standards, to
work alongside of those of us who have, as "boutique” registrants —no education required. Have
you seen the individual eyelash application process? This takes skill that can only be mastered by
repeated, simulated applications, like we use to train our students. What kind of checks will be in
place to guaranteé public safety?

There are many reasons SB 213 and HB 227 should not be passed, and these are but a few. Please
vote no on SB 213 and HB 227 so our cosmetology, esthetics, and nail courses can continue to offer
the public a level of safety they have come to expect from my fellow licensees. This is our passion
and it needs to be protected and respected.

] would be pleased to answer any questions you have to help you understand how we change lives.

Thank you,

Melissa Neal

Licensed Cosmetology Educator
794 Eisenhower Rd.

Columbus, Oh 43224



