Opposition Testimony on Senate Bill 213
Before the Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee
And
House Bill 227
Before the House Government Accountability and Oversight Committee

Date: November 15, 2015

Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko and members of the Senate Government
Oversight and Reform Committee and Chairman Brown, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Clyde
and members of the House Government Accountability and Oversight Committee:

My name is Stephanie Nixon and | am writing to OPPOSE SB 213 and HB 227.

| have been a licensed Cosmetology Manager & Cosmetology Instructor in the State of Ohio for 33
years and | have been employed as such continuously since that time. For the past 17 years | have
been employed by Salon Schools Group at The Spa School, 5050 North High Street, Columbus. At
The Spa School we train cosmetologists, estheticians, and nail techs. Almost every student
graduates with their managing license. | am proud of our graduates, and the education we provide.

In the past few years, we have become connected with the deaf community in Columbus, and have
adapted our curriculum to train students with profound hearing loss. This entails using a computer
program which enables deaf students to main- stream with hearing students, using their iPAds.

Columbus has a large population of foreign born, and we have learned to adapt our teaching
methods to students whose first language is not English, Sometimes our student population
represents several different countries at the same time. | am proud of the way fellow students work
out a buddy system for study groups, both at school, and away from school. Everyone benefits when
students help each other.

We have trained students who live in residential facilities for drug dependency, women who are in
abusive relationships, and yes, from time to time we have students who live in their vehicles when
their lives hit a bump.

From my students | have learned what it’s like to be gay, to be transgender, to “dance” all night and
still come to school, and, to be a minority. All want to change their lives for the better, and we help
do that.

| don’t have a very good opinion of the public school system because of the difficulties that some
high school graduates have with their reading, spelling, comprehension and writing skills. We do a
lot of remedial work.



There are many reasons SB 213 and HB 227 should not be passed, but for me and my students, we
need every one of the 1500 clock hours, and the 300 clock hours that the cosmetology manager
course provides, (and the other courses we teach), if we are able to produce a student capable of
having a better future. Why will small salons hire some of my students if they must provide
apprenticeship training? Are they equipped to do what we do daily, or will. my least able students be
looked over for employment? Will they once again be lost, their dreams of a better life crushed?

Please vote no on SB 213 and HB 227 so our Cosmetology, Esthetics, and Nail courses can continueé
to offer a chance for a better life for those yet to come.

1 would be pleased to answer any questions you have to help you understand how we change lives,

Thank you.

Stephanie Nixon

Licensad Cosmetology Educator
Director of Operations

Salon Schools Group

206 Midcliff Drive
Columbus, OH 43213
614 218.0457 cell



