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Opposition Testimony to Senate Bill 213
Before the Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee
and
House Bill 227
Before the House Government Accountability and Oversight Committee

To: Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Seitz, Ranking Member Yuko and members of the Senate
Government Oversight and Reform Committee:

To: Chairman Brown, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Clyde and members of the House
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee:

The Ohio Association of Beauticians opposes House Bill 227 and Senate Bill 213. Our
association is over 75 years old, and represents largely African Americans. The Ohio
Association of Beauticians are an active association, holding many events through the year
focusing on continuing education. Higher education improves an individual's quality of life.
Studies show that, cosmetologist that have higher education have longer life spans, better
access to health care, better dietary and health practices, greater economic stability and
security, more prestigious employment and greater job satisfaction, less dependency on
government assistance, greater knowledge of government, greater community service and
leadership, more volunteer work, more self-confidence, and less criminal activity and
incarceration.

Higher education also enables individuals to expand their knowledge and skills in their field of
work. When it comes to higher education, the U.S. has been outpaced internationally. Education
is paramount to future success. Completing increasingly advanced levels of education in
cosmetology shows that you have the drive and commitment to learn and apply information,
ideas, theories, and formulas to achieve a variety of tasks and goals. So why would we want to
dummy this down? As a formally, post-secondary-trained cosmetologist, this is our craft.
Professionalism cannot be compromised and a true professional cannot dispute that.

The Ohio Association of Beauticians did not learn of the pending bills until July, 2015, at our
annual convention. We were not consulted at all by the Ohio Salon Association, which claims to
be the only association representing cosmetologists. We feel these bills are bad for the small
businesses that cosmetologists have, in general, but definitely feel African American
cosmetologists will be harmed by making hair braiding a registered business. This will not hurt
the Caucasians as much as it will hurt us. We also feel additional services will unknowingly be
added in these unregulated salons that claim they are only braiding hair.
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We also feel strongly about the regulations of sanitation and sterilization in the work place. All
salons should be inspected by the state. Clean equipment and surroundings are very important
to us also. We all know that if a salon does not have to answer to rules that they will do as they
wish. We are concerned that they will do regulated services. Keeping a clean and sanitary salon
inspected by the state of Ohio will not only protects the client and the salon professionals but it
will also ensure the salon professionals will not run into troubles resulting from non-compliance
with the sanitation laws of the state.

We cannot compromise the health of others just because every other state has loosened their
reigns. Please continue to let Ohio be the standard that other states dream to be. The Ohio
Association of Beauticians thanks you for considering our thoughts.

Sincerely,

Jesse James Lowe I

President of Ohio Association of Beauticians
768 North Main Street

Lima, OH 45801



