3200 Guernsey St.
Bellaire Ohio, 43906
740-325-1622

December 4, 2015
Re: Opposition Hearing for SB213

To: Chairman Senator Coley, Ranking Minority member Senator Yuko and members of the

Senate
Government and Oversight Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in Opposition to SB213. My name is Gayle
Wesley, Owner of Elite Academy of Hair Design, Bellaire, Ohio.

Concerning the "Boutique"

In reviewing the changes proposed by HB227 and SB213, | am grieved at the lack of
concern for the hard work and dedication that it has taken the Cosmetology Industry of Ohio to
establish itself by way of its Schools and Salons. We have adhered to the rules and regulations
previously established by this State. Rules and regulations deemed important and crucial, as
well as, enforced. Not only have we willingly implemented these laws and regulations in our
Schools and Salons we have recognized the importance of them as well. We have endorsed,
along with the State, the value by which these have brought our industry to a safer, more
productive standard.

Your proposals to now redefine these structured regulations and laws by way of the loosely
defined "Boutiques", and/or the like, will no doubt lower the bar over time as you step just
outside the lines of your own previously established laws that have served not only the
industry well, but the patrons of the industry as well. | ask rhetorically, “For what purposes do
these changes serve?"

About a "Manager's License".

After decades of continuous growth in the Cosmetology Industry of Ohio, the 2014 Bureau
of Labor Statistics show that there are 343,140 Cosmetologists profitably employed in Ohio.
90% of these make $45,840 yearly. Most of these jobs are held by women. Many of these
women have no more than a high school diploma. Some have only a GED. Here is a segment
of the population who does not think it an "inconvenience" to go to school for an extra 300
hours, realizing that it will help them learn the things that they were not taught in their
upbringing, They see it as an opportunity. Many of those 343,140 moved heaven and earth in
order to attend, make the grade, graduate with their heads held high, believing that they had
what they needed when they left Beauty School to go on to prosper. And prosper they did.
Why change that? | ask rhetorically, "For what purpose would this change serve?"

Please do not take away the Management Program that issues a Manager's License. It has
proven itself to be a sound investment. It has proven itself to work.

Sincerely,
Gayle Wesley




